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DISCLAIMER 

 

The Federal Communications Commission (the “Commission”) will make available a web-
based Integrated Spectrum Auction System for auction bidding purposes. 

The Commission makes no warranty whatsoever with respect to the Integrated Spectrum 
Auction System.  In no event shall the Commission, or any of its officers, employees or agents, 
be liable for any damages whatsoever (including, but not limited to, loss of business profits, 
business interruption, loss of business information, or any other loss) arising out of or relating 
to the existence, furnishing, functioning or use of the Integrated Spectrum Auction System that 
is accessible to bidders in connection with this auction.  Moreover, no obligation or liability will 
arise out of the Commission’s technical, programming or other advice or service provided in 
connection with the Integrated Spectrum Auction System. 
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1. General Information 

This document describes the features of the web-based FCC Integrated Spectrum Auction 
System (“ISAS” or “Auction System”) and tells how to use it to participate in FCC Spectrum 
Auctions. 

1.1. Who Uses the FCC Integrated Spectrum Auction System? 

The FCC Integrated Spectrum Auction System (ISAS) is designed to serve the needs of qualified 
bidders and the public.  It can be accessed at http://auctions.fcc.gov or 
http://auctions2.fcc.gov. 

• Qualified bidders use ISAS to participate in the auction.  The bidding and administrative 
features are password-protected for security and the contents of displayed bidding-
related pages are tailored to each individual bidder.  

• For the benefit of any interested party, ISAS provides summary information on the 
activity in an auction, current as of the end of the preceding round.  As long as limited 
information procedures are not in effect for the auction, ISAS can also provide 
information about the bidding activity of any eligible bidder.  If limited information 
procedures are in effect, ISAS will provide, after the auction has closed, information on 
the activity of eligible bidders throughout the auction. 

• Qualified bidders can use administrative functions of ISAS to make minor changes to 
information they submitted on their auction applications. 

 

1.2. Minimum Software Requirements 

The following software, at a minimum, is required to use the FCC Integrated Spectrum Auction 
System:  

• Web Browser, either of the following: 

 Microsoft® Internet Explorer 6.0 or higher (recommended).  Your browser must 
have either Microsoft VM or Java Plug-In Version 1.5 installed. 

 Netscape® Communicator™ 6.0 or higher, with Java Plug-In Version 1.5. 

To obtain Java Plug-In Version 1.5, point your browser at 
http://java.sun.com/javase/downloads/index_jdk5.jsp and click the Download button 
for the Java Runtime Environment (JRE) 5.0 option.  

Disclaimer:  The examples that appear as illustrations or text in this 
document are based on fictitious data and do not represent the actual data for 
this auction.  Any similarity to actual company names, PINs, FCC 
Registration Numbers (FRNs), or other personal information is coincidental. 
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Tabs 

• PDF Viewer:  Adobe Acrobat Reader 5.0 or higher (available at http://www.adobe.com) 

• Minimum Screen Resolution: 1024 x 768 

Currently, the Apple® Mac OS® is not supported. 

1.3. Getting Familiar with the ISAS Interface 

The ISAS on-screen interface comprises several unique pages, where each page provides a 
certain set of functional features.  Later parts of this guide describe the features these pages 
provide and how to use them, but before proceeding to these specifics, it might be helpful to 
discuss briefly the overall look of ISAS and how you can navigate between its pages.  For 
illustration purposes, consider the ISAS Home page. 

 

 
 

 

1.3.1. Header Bar  

This section describes the components of the header bar at the top of the screen. 

1.3.1.1. Navigation Tabs 

If you have logged in through public access, the header bar provides three navigation tabs: 
Home, Results, and Announcements.   If you are a bidder and have logged in through on line 
bidding, the header bar provides two additional navigation tabs: Bidding and Auction 
Application.   

Auction 
Timer 

Bidder Status Bar 
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Clicking these tabs does the following: 

 Clicking the Home tab produces the Home page, which shows general information 
about the auction, including dates, summary information about the items being 
auctioned, and auction statistics. 

 Clicking the Bidding tab produces the Bidding page, where authorized bidders can 
place and remove bids and perform a variety of other bid-related tasks.  This tab only 
appears to authorized bidders. 

 Clicking the Results tab produces the Results page, where the Auction System places 
results data at the conclusion of each bidding round.   

 Clicking the Auction Application tab produces a pop-up window containing your FCC 
Auction Application (Form 175) for this auction.  This tab only appears to authorized 
bidders. 

 Clicking the Announcements tab produces the Announcements page, which provides a 
brief description of each announcement that has been issued for this auction.  To view 
the entire text of the announcement, click its description. 

Each tab has an indicator that is green when the tab has been selected, and yellow otherwise 

1.3.1.2. Auction Timer 

The header bar also displays an auction timer that shows how much time remains in the current 
round.  Between rounds, the message shows the time remaining until the next round begins. 

 
The timer displays three lines, showing the current state of the auction (and stage), the round, 
and the next round, respectively.  For logged-in bidders, the top line also displays an envelope 
icon if there is an announcement for this auction that the bidder has not yet read. 

The states of the auction are:  

• Auction is not yet open 

• Auction is open  

• Auction is closed 

• Auction is on hold – The FCC has paused it 
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The states of the round are:  

• Round is open  

• Round will close in 

• Round is closed  

• Round is processing – The round has closed and the results are being processed 

• Round is complete – The round has closed, the results have been processed and released 

The states of the next round are:  

• Round will open in 

• Round is delayed – The next round will not open as scheduled; the FCC will release an 
announcement about the round schedule 

1.3.2. Bidder Status Bar 

The Bidder Status bar shows real-time information about your bidding status, including: 

• Required Activity – The minimum number of bidding units you must be active on in 
this round.   If you fail to satisfy your required activity, the Auction System will issue an 
automatic waiver at the close of the round, if there are any available; otherwise, it will 
reduce your eligibility permanently and automatically, impacting your ability to place 
additional bids in the auction.   

• Activity – The total number of bidding units (bu) associated with licenses covered by 
your active bids (new bids placed in the current round and provisionally winning bids 
from the previous round).  The bidding units associated with a given license are counted 
only once in a bidder’s activity calculation for the round, even if the bidder places a bid 
on the license and a bid on a package containing the license.   The Activity: label is also a 
link that will open a pop-up window containing the Active Bids report, so you can see 
the licenses that are contributing to the activity amount shown.  

• Eligibility – The maximum number of bidding units on which you are permitted to bid 
during the round.  Your initial eligibility is determined by the upfront payment you 
submitted, but will not exceed the sum of the bidding units associated with the total 
number of licenses selected on your FCC Form 175 application. Your current eligibility 
can be no greater than your initial eligibility.   

• Max. Exposure – The amount in dollars you would be responsible for (not considering 
bidding credits) if the auction ended and all of your considered bids became winning 
bids.  For non-C Block licenses, Max. Exposure is the sum of your new and provisionally 
winning bids.  For C Block licenses and packages, Max. Exposure includes the value of all 
of your considered bids, even if not provisionally winning, since bids placed in previous 
rounds that are not provisionally winning may later become winning, depending upon 
the bidding activity of other bidders.  As a result, the Max. Exposure calculation may 
include some C Block bids that are unlikely to later become winning.  The Max. Exposure: 
label is also a link that will open a pop-up window containing the Considered Bids 
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report, which lists the bids that are contributing to the maximum dollar exposure 
shown.   

• Waivers Left – Each bidder has a limited number of waivers per auction.  This field 
shows how many waivers remain. 

• Withdrawal Rounds Left – The remaining number of rounds in which you may 
withdraw provisionally winning bids.  In this auction, bidders may withdraw bids on 
non-C Block licenses in only one round; the round is at the bidder’s discretion. 

• Drop Rounds Left – The remaining number of rounds in which you may drop non-
provisionally winning bids.  In this auction, bidders may drop C Block bids in only one 
round; the round is at the bidder’s discretion. 

1.4. Organization of This Guide 

Subsequent parts of this guide are divided into chapters that describe the functional areas of the 
Auction System and the tasks you can perform in each area.  Specifically, this guide is 
comprised of the following chapters: 

• Chapter 2, Auction Systems Page, tells how to log into the Auction System as a bidder. 

• Chapter 3, Home Tab, describes the information that appears on the Home page.  This 
includes general information about the auction, including dates, summary information 
about the items being auctioned, and auction statistics. 

• Chapter 4, Bidding Tab, describes the Bidding page, where you can place and remove 
bids and perform a variety of other bid-related tasks. 

• Chapter 5, Results Tab, describes the Results page, where the Auction System places 
results data at the conclusion of each bidding round.   

• Chapter 6, Auction Application Tab, describes how you can access the FCC Auction 
Application function. 

• Chapter 7, Announcements Tab, can be used to view a brief description of each 
announcement that has been issued for this auction 

• Chapter 8, Post-Auction Information, describes the additional information that the 
system provides on the Home and Results pages after the auction has closed. 

1.5. Phone Numbers 

For technical assistance with using FCC software, contact the FCC Technical Support Hotline at 
(877) 480-3201 option 9, (202) 414-1250, or (202) 414-1255 (TTY). The FCC Technical Support 
Hotline is generally available Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. ET.  All calls to the 
FCC Technical Support Hotline are recorded. 

For legal questions, contact Legal and Policy at (202) 418-0660.  For general auction information, 
contact the FCC Auction Bidder Line at the telephone number provided in the registration 
mailing.  
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2. Auction Systems Page 

The Auction Systems page is the first step in logging into the Integrated Spectrum Auction 
System (ISAS) as a bidder.  On this page, you can log into ISAS using the FCC Registration 
Number (FRN) for the applicant and the Password associated with it.  You must use the same 
FRN and password that was used to log in and submit the Form 175. 

This page also provides links that anyone can use to do the following without logging in as a 
bidder:  

• If you have an FRN but you’re not sure what it is, you can navigate to the FCC’s 
Commission Registration System (CORES) and look up your FRN.   

• Search for the applications in current or past auctions. 

• Search the FCC’s Universal Licensing System (ULS) database for license information. 

• Navigate to the websites for current or past FCC auctions. 

 

2.1. Logging In as a Bidder 

To log in to the Auction System as a bidder, you must have an RSA SecurID® token.  The 
procedure for logging in depends on whether you have logged in before.  Specifically: 

 The first time you log in (remote electronic or telephonic), you must create a Personal 
Identification Number (PIN) that identifies you to the Auction System.  This is the same 
kind of PIN that’s used to withdraw money from a bank ATM.  See First-Time Login 
Procedure on page 7. 

 Once you have created a PIN, you can use it to log in, as described under Standard 
Login Procedure on page 8. 
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In either case, to log in to the Auction System you need an RSA SecurID® token and the FCC 
Registration Number (FRN) and FRN Password associated with it.  The SecurID token you 
received must be used to logon to the Auction System, whether you are bidding electronically 
or telephonically.  The SecurID token generates and displays random numbers, called 
“tokencodes,” that change every 60 seconds. 

Note: Each SecurID token is tailored to a specific auction.  Therefore, SecurID tokens issued for 
other auctions or obtained from a source other than the FCC will not work for the auction.  In 
the event that it is necessary to conduct Auction 76, qualified bidders for Auction 76 will use the 
same SecurID tokens that they used for Auction 73. 

Telephonic Bidders:  The FCC Auction Bidder Line phone number was provided with your 
registration materials.  During your first contact with the FCC Auction Bidder Line, an auction 
bid assistant will prompt you in the PIN selection process.  On subsequent accesses, you will be 
prompted for the FRN, the PIN you specified previously, and the tokencode displayed on your 
SecurID token. 

2.1.1. First-Time Login Procedure 

1. In the Applicant/Bidder Access area at the top left-hand corner of the Auction Systems 
page, type the FRN and its associated Password.  Then click the LOG IN button to 
obtain the My Auctions page. 

If you forgot the FRN Password, you can contact the FRN Help Line at (877) 480-3201 
option 1 (Mon-Fri 8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. ET). 

 
My Auctions lists the FCC auctions in which the applicant’s FRN is qualified to bid. You 
must enter information in the Online Bidding area.  

 
 

2. In the SecurID TokenCode field, type the tokencode displayed on your SecurID token.  
Leave the PIN field blank and click the GO button. 
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You must now set up a Personal Identification Number (PIN) that you will need to log 
into the Auction System.  You do that on the Create PIN page. 

 
3. Type a 4- to 8-digit PIN (numbers only!) of your choice in each field, then click the 

CREATE PIN button.  Memorize this PIN!  The Final Verification page appears. 

 
4. Make sure your SecurID token’s display has changed again and then type its number in 

the SecurID TokenCode field.  Do not use the tokencode from the previous login.  In the 
PIN field, type the PIN you created, then click the GO button. 

You have completed the set-up procedure and should see the ISAS Bidding page, which 
is described in Chapter 4, Bidding Tab, on page 13.  Fortunately, you only need to do the 
set-up procedure once; in subsequent sessions, you can log in using the PIN you created.  

5. Repeat this procedure for each token assigned to this applicant.  You may use the same 
PIN for every token, if you like. 

Note that the same SecurID tokens are used for both a mock auction and its associated live 
auction.  Thus, if you set up a PIN in preparation for a mock auction, you needn’t set up a PIN 
for the live auction. 

2.1.2. Standard Login Procedure 

After your first login, follow these standard procedures each time you want to access the 
Auction System.   

The tokencode 
displays here. 



FCC Integrated Spectrum Auction System Bidder’s Guide Auction Systems Page 

 

 
  

Page 9 

 

 

 

 

1. In the Applicant/Bidder Access area at the top left-hand corner of the Auction Systems 
page, type the FRN and its associated Password.  Then click the LOG IN button to 
obtain the My Auctions page. 

If you forgot your FRN Password, you can contact the FRN Help Line at (877) 480-3201 
option 1 (Mon-Fri 8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. ET). 

 
My Auctions lists the FCC auctions in which the applicant’s FRN is qualified to bid. You 
must enter information in the Online Bidding area.  

 
 

2. In the SecurID TokenCode field, type the tokencode displayed on your SecurID token.  
In the PIN field, type the PIN you created during your first login session for that 
particular token.  Then click the GO button.  You should see the ISAS Bidding page, 
which is described in Chapter 4, Bidding Tab, on page 13. 

2.2. Additional Information 

2.2.1. Multiple Bidding Sessions 

Once you have logged in to the Auction System, opening another web browser session and 
logging on again will produce unpredictable results. 

Each qualified bidder has been given multiple SecurID tokens.  While all SecurID token holders 
are welcome to logon and view round results, be sure that only one bidder submits bids in a 
given round.  Multiple bidders for the same company who submit bids in the same round could 
cause unpredictable results, such as Bidder A's bids replacing Bidder B's bids. 

2.2.2. Incorrect Logon – “Next Tokencode” Mode 

If someone tries to logon five or more times with a series of incorrect tokencode-and-PIN 
combinations, the system puts them in “Next Tokencode” mode.  Once that user finally enters a 
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correct tokencode and PIN combination, the system will display the following screen, asking 
them to enter another tokencode to fully authenticate their access to the Auction System. 

 
Follow the instructions on the screen.  Wait for the tokencode displayed by your SecurID token 
to change.  Then type the new tokencode and click GO. 

2.2.3. Forgotten PIN number 

If a bidder forgets their PIN, they should contact FCC Technical Support ((877) 480-3201, option 
nine; (202) 414-1250; or (202) 414-1255 (TTY)) to have the PIN reset.  Please note, however, that 
this process might not occur before the next bidding period begins.  The FCC Technical Support 
Hotline is generally available Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. ET.   

2.2.4. Lost or Damaged Registration Material  

In the event that SecurID tokens are lost or damaged, only a person who has been designated as 
an authorized bidder, the contact person, or the certifying official on the applicant’s short-form 
application may request replacement registration material.  Qualified bidders requiring the 
replacement of these items must call Technical Support at (877) 480-3201, option nine; (202) 414-
1250; or (202) 414-1255 (TTY).   The FCC Technical Support Hotline is generally available 
Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. ET.   

2.2.5. Account Lockout 

During an auction, the system keeps track of the success or failure of each login attempt made 
by the bidders of a qualified applicant.  Twenty (20) consecutive unsuccessful attempts to logon 
to the Auction System by any one account will result in all SecurID tokens assigned to that 
account being disabled.  If that happens, anyone can call Technical Support ((877) 480-3201, 
option nine; (202) 414-1250; or (202) 414-1255 (TTY)) to have the account reset, but Technical 
Support will always call the official contact person to confirm the need for reset. 

2.2.6. Browser Navigation 

Once you have logged in to the Auction System, using your browser’s forward and back 
navigation functions may produce unpredictable results.  Bidders are advised to use the 
navigation features of ISAS. 
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3. Home Tab 

The Auction Home page contains general information about the auction, including dates, 
summary information about the items being auctioned, auction statistics, and links to 
information outside of the auction system.   

3.1. Round Summary and Key Dates 

The information appearing on the Home page depends on whether the auction has not yet 
opened, has opened, or has closed.  Specifically: 

• If the auction has not yet opened, the page displays the starting date and information 
about the items being auctioned.   

• If the auction has opened, the page displays the date the auction opened, information 
about the items being auctioned, and the most recent summary information for the 
progress of the auction.   

• If the auction has closed, the page displays the open and close dates of the auction, 
information about the items that have been auctioned, and the final results of the 
auction. 
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3.2. Other Information 

The Other Information area at the bottom right-hand corner of the Home page provides links to 
auction-specific information, including: 

• Auction Web Page – Loads the Home page for the auction in another browser window. 

• Auction Releases – Loads the Release page, which lists FCC releases related to the 
auction, in another browser window. 

• Auction Fact Sheet – Loads the Fact Sheet, which provides general information for the 
auction, in another browser window. 
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4. Bidding Tab 

Once you have logged in successfully as a bidder, the Auctions Bidding page appears.  (Note 
that this page appears only to logged-in bidders.)   

 
This page provides the means for you to do the following: 

• Create and maintain watchlists.  These are lists of biddable items in which you are 
particularly interested; items you want to watch.  (See Watchlists on page 14) 

• Place bids. (See Place Bids on page 18) 

• Find a particular item and, optionally, place a bid on it. (See Find an Item on page 22) 

• Perform other bidding-related tasks, such as: 

 Remove Bids (page 23) 

 Upload Bids (page 24) 

 Withdraw Bids (page 25)  

 Drop Bids (page 27)  

 Apply Proactive Waiver (page 28) 

 Reduce Eligibility (page 29) 

• Send a suggestion to the FCC.  (See Make a Suggestion on page 30) 

• View auction announcements.  (See Recent Announcements on page 31) 
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• Generate personalized reports of your auction activity. (See My Bid Reports on page 31) 

4.1. Watchlists 

A watchlist is a self-selected grouping of licenses and packages that are available for you to 
view, and if you are eligible to do so, to bid on.  The Auction System sets up a default watchlist 
automatically; you can set up additional watchlists of your own.  Watchlists are useful ways for 
you, as a bidder, to divide the items into small, easy to manage groups, making it easier to 
navigate long lists of items.  Items can appear in multiple watchlists, allowing you to group 
them together in ways that best meet your needs.     

The default watchlist, called All Licenses and Packages, contains every license you selected on 
your Auction Application, and any pre-defined packages assigned to you based on the licenses 
selected.  From the All Licenses and Packages watchlist, you can also select items to add to 
another watchlist.  A license or package can exist in multiple watchlists.   

In addition to the All Licenses and Packages watchlist, you may create a watchlist of items that 
you want to watch as a group.  Once you have created a watchlist, you can edit its description, 
add items to it, remove items from it, or delete the watchlist entirely.  However, you cannot 
delete the All Licenses and Packages watchlist. 

4.1.1. Create Watchlists 

To create a new watchlist, click the Create Watchlist link at the top of the page.   

 

 
 

Clicking Create Watchlist produces the Create a Watchlist page, which allows you to assign 
selected items to a new watchlist.    
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Note that this page is divided into three areas and these areas are numbered in the order in 
which you should use them.  Specifically, the procedure for creating a watchlist is: 

1. Filter Items – If desired, apply one or more filters to list particular kinds of items. 

2. Select Items – Select the checkbox of each item you want included in the watchlist.  You 
can also click the check box at the top of the list, to select all items on that page, or click 
the SELECT ALL FILTERED ITEMS button to select all items returned by the filter.  

3. Create Watchlist of Selected Items – Give the watchlist a name and then create the 
watchlist.  

4.1.1.1. Filtering Items 

To filter the list of items, use the drop-down lists under Filter Items to specify the fields that 
describe the licenses you want displayed.  When you finish selecting filters, click APPLY 
FILTERS.  Items matching your filter criteria are displayed under Select Items. 

4.1.1.2. Selecting Items 

To display more or fewer licenses on a page, click one of the Items Per Page options at the top of 
the list.  Above the list are the numbers of displayable license pages.  To display a specific page, 
click its number. You can also click the NEXT button or PREVIOUS button to move to the next 
or preceding page. As you move between pages, the system automatically saves any license 
selections you made. 
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4.1.1.3. Creating the Watchlist 

When you have finished specifying the contents of the new watchlist, go to Create Watchlist of 
Selected Items and type a name for the watchlist in the Description field. 

 
Click the CREATE WATCHLIST button.   

4.1.2. View Watchlist Contents and Place Bids 

Clicking the View Watchlist and Place Bids link produces a page that lets you view the 
contents of the watchlist and, optionally, place bids on the items in it.   

 
For information about placing bids on the items in a watchlist, see Place Bids on page 18. 
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4.1.3. Edit Description of a Watchlist 

To edit the description of a watchlist, click the Edit Description link at the top of the watchlist 
details page.  This produces the Edit Watchlist Description page, where you can modify the 
description.  Note that you cannot edit the description of the All Licenses and Packages 
watchlist. 

 

4.1.4. Add Entries to Another Watchlist 

Working with an existing watchlist, you can easily add items to another watchlist.  The target 
watchlist can be another existing watchlist or a watchlist you want to create.  To do this, select 
the checkbox of each entry you want to add to the target, then click the ADD TO ANOTHER 
WATCHLIST button at the bottom of the page.  This produces the Add to a Watchlist page. 

 
You must now specify the target watchlist, using the fields at the bottom.  If the watchlist 
already exists, select its description from the Add to existing watchlist drop-down.  If the 
watchlist does not yet exist, type its description in the Create new watchlist field.  Then click the 
SAVE button to return to the source watchlist.  If you have already met the limit for the number 
of watchlists you may create, you will not be given the option to create a new watchlist.   

4.1.5. Remove Entries from Watchlist 

To remove entries from a watchlist, select the checkbox of each entry you want to remove, then 
click the REMOVE FROM THIS WATCHLIST button at the bottom of the page.  The system 
removes the selected entries from the watchlist and refreshes the page.  Note that you cannot 
remove items from the All Licenses and Packages watchlist.  Removing items from a watchlist 
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does not automatically remove those items from either the All Licenses and Packages watchlist 
or any other watchlist in which they appear.  

4.1.6. Delete a Watchlist 

To delete a watchlist entirely, click the Delete Watchlist link at the top of the watchlist details 
page.  This produces the Delete Watchlist page, where you can confirm that you want to continue 
with the deletion.  Note that you cannot delete the All Licenses and Packages watchlist.  
Deleting a watchlist does not delete the items from the system; all items will still appear in the 
All Licenses and Packages watchlist.   

 

4.1.7. Available Watchlists 

When you return to the main Bidding page, your new watchlist will be listed in the Watchlists 
area at the top left. 

 
You are given a limited number of watchlists that you may create; in this auction, bidders may 
create up to 25 watchlists. 

The trash can icon next to the watchlist name allows you to delete the watchlist.  Deleting a 
watchlist does not delete the items contained in the watchlist, they will always exist in the All 
Licenses and Packages watchlist.  Watchlists are bidder-specific and are not made public.   

4.2. Place Bids 

To place a bid on an item, you must display the Auction System’s entry for that item, then select 
a bid amount from the item’s Bid Amount drop-down list.  The drop-down displays allowable 
bid amounts for that particular license.  

1. To produce a list of items on which to bid, click the View Watchlist & Place Bids link 
for the watchlist you want to use. 
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Note the following about the items in the watchlist: 

 Each item is assigned a specific number of bidding units.  When you bid on an 
item (regardless of the dollar amount you bid), its number of bidding units will 
be considered in calculating your Activity.   

 If you are the provisionally winning bidder on an item, that item will be 
highlighted.  

 Each item name is a link that you can click to produce a description of the item.  
For examples, see Item Descriptions on page 20. 

2. Use the Bid Amount drop-down lists to select the bid amount for each item on which 
you want to bid.  Each Bid Amount drop-down list will have one or more options, the 
first of which is the minimum acceptable bid amount.   

  
3. When you finish, click the VERIFY BIDS button.  A Verify Bid Submission page 

summarizes the bids you just selected.  It also reports what effect, if any, the bids will 
have on your activity and maximum dollar exposure once they are submitted. 

Minimum 
acceptable bid 
amount 
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4. To submit these bids, click the SUBMIT BIDS button.  Otherwise, if you change your 

mind, click the CANCEL button. 

If you have not satisfied your Required Activity by the time the round closes, you will 
use an automatic waiver, if there is one available.  (If no waivers are available, your 
eligibility will be permanently reduced, impacting your ability to place additional bids 
in the auction.)  If you don’t want to submit more bids and don’t want to use a waiver, 
you can reduce your eligibility (see Reduce Eligibility on page 29). 

Clicking SUBMIT BIDS on the Verify Bids page produces a Submit Confirmation page that shows 
the bids you submitted in the current round.  You should print a copy of this page for your 
records. 

 

4.2.1. Item Descriptions 

In a watchlist, each item name is a link that you can click to produce a License Detail page or a 
Package Detail page that displays information about that item.   
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4.2.1.1. License Detail Page 

Here is a typical License Detail page: 

 
 

Note the following about this page: 

• The License Summary section includes the description of the license, provisionally 
winning bid data (if any) for the license, and the minimum acceptable bid amount for 
the license going into the next round. 

• If the license can be packaged, the Package Coverage section displays information about 
any packages that contain the license.  

• The Recent History section provides all activity placed on that license for the five most 
recent rounds in which the license was active. 

• If you are eligible to bid on the license you are viewing, the License Detail page provides 
the ability to submit a bid. 

4.2.1.2. Package Detail Page 

Here is a typical Package Detail page: 
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Note the following about this page: 

• The Package Summary section includes the description of the package, provisionally 
winning bid data (if any) for the package, and the minimum acceptable bid amount for 
the package going into the next round. 

• The Package Coverage section displays information about any licenses that are 
contained in the package. 

• The Recent History section provides all activity placed on that package for the five most 
recent rounds in which the package was active. 

• If you are eligible to bid on the package you are viewing, the Package Detail page 
provides the ability to submit a bid. 

4.3. Find an Item 

The bottom left corner of the Auctions Bidding page has a feature that allows you to locate any 
item that you selected on your Form 175.   

 
Type the name you want in the data field. (It is not case-sensitive; WY-BEA127-A, wy-bea127-a, 
and Wy-Bea127-A are all valid.)  When you click the GO button, the Auction System shows the 
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details of the license or package and gives you the opportunity to place a bid on it, if you 
haven’t done that already. 

 

4.4. Remove Bids 

As long as a round is open, you can remove (unsubmit) any bid you placed in that round.  To 
do this, click the Remove Bids link under Other Tasks on the Auctions Bidding page.  A Remove 
Bids page lists your bids for the round.  

   
To remove any of these bids, select its checkbox.  When you finish, click the REMOVE button.  
Otherwise, click the CANCEL button to return to the Bidding page. 

Clicking the REMOVE button produces a Removal Confirmation page listing the bids you have 
removed along with the effects, if any, that the removals had on your activity and maximum 
dollar exposure. 
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4.5. Upload Bids 

The Upload Bids page helps eliminate the need to select items and bid amounts manually; it lets 
you upload a tab-delimited text file containing bids you want to submit.   To obtain the Upload 
Bids page, click the Upload Bids link under Other Tasks on the Auctions Bidding page.   

 
Each line of the upload file represents one bid.  Data on a line consists of the following fields, 
separated by a tab: 

• The license or package name of something on which you are eligible to bid 

• A digit corresponding to one of the acceptable bid amounts for the item, where 1 selects 
the minimum acceptable bid amount, 2 indicates the next acceptable bid amount, and so 
on.   

• Optionally, a descriptive comment. 

You can click the Download Sample File link to view a file that contains a bid for each item in 
the All Licenses and Packages watchlist. 
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Once you specify your upload file and click UPLOAD, the system uploads your file and 
displays one of two pages.  If the system has found no errors in the upload file, it shows a Verify 
Upload page.  The page displays the bids that have been uploaded; the effects, if any, the 
uploaded bids will have on your activity; and maximum dollar exposure upon submission.  
You can then review this information and then either submit the bids or cancel the bid upload. 

Otherwise, if the file contained errors, the system shows a Review Upload Errors screen listing the 
file entries that contain errors. 

4.6. Withdraw Bids 

In a round of a bidder’s choice, they may withdraw one or more of their current provisionally 
winning bids.  However, a bidder may not withdraw a provisionally winning bid on a package, 
nor on a license that may be contained in a package.  A bidder may withdraw as many bids as 
they wish during the round.  Be advised that a bidder cannot “undo” a withdrawal and that a 
withdrawn bid may incur a withdrawal payment. 

To withdraw a bid, click the Withdraw Bids link under Other Tasks on the Auctions Bidding 
page.  This produces the Withdraw Bids page, which lists your provisionally winning bids. Note 
that provisionally winning bids appear with highlighting throughout the Auction System.  
Since only provisionally winning bids may be withdrawn, each of the lines on the Withdraw 
Bids pages will appear highlighted.   
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Select the checkbox of each bid you want to withdraw and then click the VERIFY 
WITHDRAWAL button.  The Verify Bid Withdrawal page that appears summarizes the bids you 
selected and reports how the withdrawals will affect your activity and maximum dollar 
exposure.  The page also displays a warning that withdrawing bids is an irreversible action, and 
a withdrawal payment may be applicable.   

 
If you change your mind, click the CANCEL button.  Otherwise, proceed with the withdrawal 
operation by clicking the PLACE  WITHDRAWAL button.  The count of Withdrawal Rounds 
Left shown on your Bidder Status Bar will be adjusted to reflect the fact that you have made 
withdrawals in the current round.   

If a provisionally winning bid is withdrawn, the minimum acceptable bid in the next round will 
be the second highest bid submitted for that license.  That amount may be less than or (in the 
case of tie bids) equal to the amount of the withdrawn bid.  The FCC will serve as a “place 
holder” provisionally winning bidder on the license until a new bid is submitted on that license.   
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4.7. Drop Bids 

In one round of a bidder’s choice, the bidder may “drop” non-provisionally winning C Block 
bids from further consideration in the auction.  A bidder may drop as many bids as it wishes 
during that round.  Be advised that a bidder cannot “undo” a drop.  Note the following: 

 A bidder that drops their bids on a license or package will not be permitted to submit 
further bids on that particular license or package during the auction. 

 A bidder that drops their bids on a license will not be permitted to submit any bids on 
packages containing that license for the duration of the auction. 

 A bidder that is a provisionally winning bidder on a package will not be permitted to 
drop bids on licenses that are included in the package. 

 A bidder cannot drop bids on licenses, packages, or licenses contained within packages 
upon which it has bid in the current round. 

If a bidder drops a bid on a package, they will be permitted to bid individually on the licenses 
in the package.  When a bid is dropped, all of the bidder’s previous bids on that license or 
package are removed from consideration. 

To drop a bid, click Drop Bids link under Other Tasks on the Auctions Bidding page.  This 
produces the Drop Bids page, which lists your non-provisionally winning bids. 

 
Select the checkbox of each bid you want to drop and then click the VERIFY DROP button.  The 
Verify Dropable Bids page that appears displays a warning that dropping bids is an irreversible 
action.   
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If you change your mind, click the CANCEL button.  Otherwise, proceed with the drop 
operation by clicking the PLACE DROP button.  The count of Drop Rounds Left shown on 
your Bidder Status Bar will be adjusted to reflect the fact that you have made drops in the 
current round.   

4.8. Apply Proactive Waiver 

A bidder can submit a waiver proactively (a “proactive waiver”) in order to avoid having to 
meet the activity requirement in a given round.  A proactive waiver will keep the auction open 
when no new bids are submitted or withdrawals placed in a round.   

If a bidder does not submit a proactive waiver and fails to meet the activity requirement, the 
Auction System will apply a waiver automatically (an “automatic waiver”).  Automatic waivers 
do not keep the auction open, and in the absence of bids, withdrawals, or proactive waivers the 
auction may close.   

Bidders are limited in the total number of waivers (proactive and automatic) they may use 
during the auction.  Be advised that once you submit a proactive waiver, you cannot regain it.  
Submitting a proactive waiver reduces your allotment of waivers permanently. 

Note:  You may not submit a proactive waiver in a round where you submitted any new 
bids or withdrew any provisionally winning bids.  (You may remove any new bids you 
submitted in a round in order to submit a proactive waiver.  However, withdrawals are not 
reversible; once you make a withdrawal, you will not be allowed to place a proactive 
waiver in that round.)    

To issue a proactive waiver, click the Apply Proactive Waiver link under Other Tasks.  The 
Auction System displays the Apply Proactive Waiver page, which is only available during the 
specified bidding period and if any waivers remain.   The Current Waivers Remaining field on 
this page tells how many waivers you have remaining.  
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To issue a proactive waiver, click the APPLY PROACTIVE WAIVER button.  Otherwise, to 
cancel issuing the waiver, click the CANCEL button.   Once the waiver is applied, the number 
of Waivers Left in the Bidder Status Bar will decrease to reflect the fact that one has been used.   

4.9. Reduce Eligibility 

The amount of the upfront payment submitted by a bidder determines their initial (maximum) 
eligibility, in bidding units.  In other words, the total upfront payment defines the maximum 
number of bidding units on which the applicant will be permitted to bid and hold provisionally 
winning bids.   

Note:  In some cases a qualified bidder’s maximum eligibility may be less than the amount 
of their upfront payment, because the qualified bidder has either previously been in default 
on a Commission license or delinquent on a non-tax debt owed to a Federal Agency, or has 
submitted an upfront payment that exceeds the total amount of bidding units associated 
with the licenses selected on their FCC Form 175 application. 

Bidders are required to be active on a specific percentage of their current eligibility during each 
round of the auction.  If your activity is below the required activity for the round, you may 
continue to bid, reduce your current eligibility amount, or use a waiver, if any are remaining. If 
you choose to reduce your eligibility, be advised that this will be a permanent reduction.   

If you reduce your eligibility, the Auctions System decreases your required activity to the level of 
your current activity by permanently reducing your eligibility.  (These fields are shown as 
Required Activity, Activity and Eligibility on the Bidder Status Bar.)  In other words, it makes 
what is required of you equal to what you are currently active on.  Your current eligibility is 
reduced so that your current activity meets the activity requirement for the round.   The 
calculations for the reduction are detailed in the FCC public notice that announces the 
Procedures, Terms and Conditions of the auction.   

To reduce your eligibility, click the Reduce Eligibility link on the Bidding page.  The Auction 
System displays a Reduce Eligibility page with a warning message at the top: 
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If you click REDUCE ELIGIBILITY, the Auction System produces a pop-up message asking 
you to verify that you want to reduce your eligibility.  If you click OK, the Auction System 
calculates your reduction based on the activity requirement percentage for the current stage and 
displays it on an Eligibility Reduced page.  Otherwise, if you click CANCEL, the Auction System 
takes you back to the Bidding page. 

4.10. Make a Suggestion 

Clicking the Make a Suggestion link on the Bidding page produces the Send a Suggestion page 
that you can fill in and send to the FCC Auctions staff. This feature is only available to qualified 
bidders after they have logged on. 

Bidders should not use this feature to ask questions about bidding procedures.  For answers to 
those questions, contact the FCC Auction Bidder Line at the telephone number provided in the 
registration mailing.  
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If you have filled in the required fields, clicking the SEND button produces a Suggestion Sent 
confirmation page. 

4.11. Recent Announcements 

The top right-hand corner of the Bidding page shows information about the most recent 
announcements for this auction.  The top line of the auction timer also displays an envelope 
icon if there is an unread announcement for this auction.   

To read an announcement, click its title.  To view all of the announcements, click either the 
View All Announcements link or the Announcements tab in the header bar.  To see an 
example list of announcements, refer to Announcements Tab on page 60.  

4.12. My Bid Reports 

During the course of an auction, you may generate various reports summarizing your bidding 
actions.  The Bidding page contains a link for each of the following report types: 

• New Bids (page 33) lists bids you submitted in the selected round. 

• Active Bids (page 34) lists any license that is contributing to your bidding activity.  A 
license may be contributing to your activity based on a bid placed on the license itself, a 
bid placed on a package containing that license, or both. 

• Considered Bids (page 34) lists for C Block licenses and packages, the highest bid you 
placed on each item up to that point in the auction, and, for non- C Block licenses, your 
new and provisionally winning bids. 

• Provisionally Winning Bids (page 36) are the bids you placed in the auction that would 
constitute winning bids if the auction were to end at the conclusion of the selected 
round.   

• Removed Bids (page 36) are bids you placed and then removed in the selected round.   

• Withdrawn Bids (page 37) are the bids you withdrew in the selected round.  This 
feature is not available in all auctions. 

• Dropped Bids (page 38) lists any items for which your previously placed bids were 
dropped from consideration in the auction. This feature is not available in all auctions. 

• Highest Non Provisionally Winning Bids (page 38) are your C Block bids which are the 
highest non provisionally winning bids, taking into account selection numbers to break 
tied bids.  These bids may become provisionally winning based on activity by other 
bidders in the auction. 

• Round Summary (page 39) summarizes your bidding information for the selected 
round.   

By default, the Auction System loads the report with data for the current or most recent round.  
Once the report is loaded, you may choose a previous round number and/or a different report.   
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4.12.1. Links in My Bid Reports 

Each report in My Bids Report has three links at the top: 

• Add to a Watchlist lets you add all or some of the items in the report to an existing or 
new watchlist. 

• Download Report saves a text version of the report at a location you specify. 

• Printable Page lets you print the report. 

4.12.1.1. Add to a Watchlist 

Clicking this link produces the Add to a Watchlist page, where you can add some or all of the 
items in a report to an existing or new watchlist. 

 

4.12.1.2. Download Report 

Clicking this link opens a separate window containing the Download File page.  You can choose 
to download either all data columns or just the data columns required by the Upload Bids 
feature, which is described on page 24. 
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Following is an example of a downloaded report.  The report descriptions on the following 
pages list the column headings, and explanations of them, where appropriate.   

 

4.12.1.3. Printable Page 

Clicking this link opens a separate window with the report and a Print link that you can use to 
print it. 

4.12.2. New Bids 

The New Bids report lists bids you submitted in the selected round. 

 
The columns of the Download Report are: 

 

Column Description 

Name A unique identifier for the item. 

Description Description of the item.   

Bidding Units Bidding units associated with an item; used to determine activity. 

Bid Amount The dollar amount of the bid, before any bidding credit is applied. 

Net Bid Amount The net dollar amount for the bid, taking into account any bidding credit. 

Action SUBMITTED 

Time Date and time bid was submitted. 

Selection Number A pseudo-random number assigned to the bid, used when resolving ties. 
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4.12.3. Active Bids 

The Active Bids report lists any license for which you have a bid that is contributing to your 
bidding activity.  Bids placed in the current round and provisionally winning bids confer 
bidding activity.  A license may be listed in the Active Bids report based on a bid on the license 
itself, a bid on a package containing the license, or both.    If you have active bids on both a 
license and a package containing the license, the bidding units associated with the license will 
be counted only once in your activity 
calculation

 
Please note that if you create the Active Bids report after a round has completed but before the 
next round opens, the round number in the header and the data in the Active Bids tables will be 
generated based on the completed round (e.g., your bids from round 3).  However, the Activity 
number in the header will be calculated as your bidding activity going into the next round (e.g., 
your activity at the opening of round 4).  If you create the Active Bids report when a round is 
open, all of the data is current as of that time in the open round. 

The columns of the Download Report are: 

 

Column Description 

Name A unique identifier for the item. 

Description Description of the item.   

Bidding Units Bidding units associated with an item; used to determine activity. 

Type of Bid Describes the type of bid that was placed for the item to be contributing to 
activity. This may be “License”, “Package”, or “License and Package”.  

4.12.4. Considered Bids 

The Considered Bids report lists your bids that the FCC auction system considers when 
determining the provisionally winning bids for the round.  For C Block licenses and packages, 
your Considered Bids include the highest bid you placed on each item up to that point in the 
auction, and, for non- C Block licenses, your new and provisionally winning bids. This report 
also calculates your maximum dollar exposure, which is the maximum amount you could owe 
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(not taking bidding credits into account) if all of your considered bids were to become winning 
bids.   

 
Please note that if you create the Considered Bids report after a round has completed but before 
the next round opens, the round number in the header and the data in the Considered Bids table 
will be generated based on the completed round (e.g., your set of considered bids for round 3).  
However, the Maximum Dollar Exposure number in the header will be calculated as your 
maximum dollar exposure going into the next round (e.g., your dollar exposure at the opening 
of round 4).  If you create the Considered Bids report when a round is open, all of the data is 
current as of that time in the open round. 

The columns of the Download Report are: 

 

Column Description 

Name A unique identifier for the item. 

Description Description of the item.   

Round The round number in which the bid was placed. 

Bid Amount The dollar amount of the bid, before any bidding credit is applied. 

Net Bid Amount The net dollar amount for the bid, taking into account any bidding credit. 

Selection Number A pseudo-random number assigned to the bid, used when resolving ties. 

Bid Status An indication as to whether the considered bid is provisionally winning, or is 
the highest non provisionally winning bid based on selection number. May be 
labeled as “Provisional Winner” or “Highest Non PW”. 
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4.12.5. Provisionally Winning Bids 

The Provisionally Winning Bids report lists the bids you placed in the auction that would 
constitute winning bids if the auction were to end at the conclusion of the selected round. 

 
The columns of the Download Report are: 

 

Column Description 

Name A unique identifier for the item. 

Description Description of the item.   

Bidding Units Bidding units associated with an item; used to determine activity. 

Bid Round The round number in which the bid was placed. 

Bid Amount The dollar amount of the bid, before any bidding credit is applied. 

Net Bid Amount The net dollar amount for the bid, taking into account any bidding credit. 

4.12.6. Removed Bids 

The Removed Bids report lists bids you placed and then removed in the selected round. 
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The columns of the Download Report are: 

 

Column Description 

Name A unique identifier for the item 

Description Description of the item.   

Bidding Units Bidding units associated with an item; used to determine activity. 

Bid Round The round number in which the bid was placed. 

Bid Amount The dollar amount of the bid, before any bidding credit is applied. 

Action REMOVED 

Time Date and time bid was removed. 

4.12.7. Withdrawn Bids 

The Withdrawn Bids report lists any provisionally winning bids you withdrew in the selected 
round.  Only bids on non-C Block licenses may be withdrawn. 

 
The columns of the Download Report are: 

 

Column Description 

Name A unique identifier for the item 

Description Description of the item.   

Bidding Units Bidding units associated with an item; used to determine activity. 

Bid Round The round number in which the bid was placed. 

Bid Amount The dollar amount of the bid, before any bidding credit is applied. 

Net Bid Amount The net dollar amount for the bid, taking into account any bidding credit. 

Action WITHDRAWN 

Time Date and time the bid was withdrawn. 
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4.12.8. Dropped Bids 

The Dropped Bids report lists any item for which you dropped your bids in the selected round.  
Only non-provisionally winning bids placed on C Block licenses may be dropped, and dropped 
bids incur restrictions on subsequent bidding. 

 
The columns of the Download Report are: 

 

Column Description 

Name A unique identifier for the item 

Description Description of the item.   

Bidding Units Bidding units associated with an item; used to determine activity. 

Action DROPPED 

Time Date and time bids associated with item were dropped. 

4.12.9. Highest Non Provisionally Winning Bids 

The Highest Non Provisionally Winning Bids report lists your C Block bids on licenses and 
packages that are the highest non-provisionally winning bids for those items, taking selection 
numbers into account if there are tied bids.  These bids may later become provisionally winning 
based on activity by other bidders in the auction. 
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The columns of the Download Report are: 

 

Column Description 

Name A unique identifier for the item 

Description Description of the item.   

Bidding Units Bidding units associated with an item; used to determine activity. 

Bid Round The round number in which the bid was placed. 

Bid Amount The dollar amount of the bid, before any bidding credit is applied. 

Net Bid Amount The net dollar amount for the bid, taking into account any bidding credit. 

4.12.10. Round Summary 

The Round Summary report summarizes your bidding information for the selected round.  The 
upper part of the report shows statistics for the bidder.  These summary statistics are not 
included in the downloadable report. 

 
The lower part of the report lists bidding actions performed in the round. 
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The columns of the Download Report are: 

 

Column Description 

Name A unique identifier for the item 

Description Description of the item.   

Bidding Units Bidding units associated with an item; used to determine activity. 

Bid Round Round number in which the bid was submitted, withdrawn, or removed. Round 
number will not be displayed for dropped bids. 

Bid Amount The dollar amount that was placed for the associated item. Bid Amount will not 
be displayed for dropped bids. 

Net Bid Amount The net dollar amount for the bid, taking into account any bidding credit. Net 
Bid Amount will not be displayed for dropped bids. 

Action SUBMITTED, WITHDRAWN, DROPPED, or REMOVED 

Time Date and time the bid was submitted, withdrawn, dropped, or removed. 
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5. Results Tab 

After a round has ended and before a new round begins, the Auction System calculates the 
results of bidding in the preceding round.  To see the results, click the RESULTS tab.  This 
produces the Results page. 

 
The Results page is accessible to both logged-in and non-logged in users.  This page has the 
following components: 

• At the top left corner of the page, a summary of bidding for the most recently completed 
round of the auction.   

The FCC Held link in the summary table provides a list of the licenses that have no 
provisionally winning bids as of the end of the most recently completed round. 
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• At the top right corner, two pairs of drop-down lists with round-related information: 

 Viewable Reports lets you view predefined round results reports.  See Viewable 
Reports on page 42. 

 Downloadable Reports lets you save predefined round results reports on your 
computer.  Most of these reports are text (.txt) documents.   See Downloadable 
Reports on page 45. 

 
• At the bottom, a table of the licenses and packages, current as of the end of the 

preceding round.  For each item, the table shows the provisionally winning bid amount, 
the minimum bid for the next round, and other summary data.  

5.1. Viewable Reports 

The Viewable Reports are described in the following sections.  Viewable Reports can be sorted 
by any one column in ascending or descending order by clicking on the column title. 

To print a report, click the Print link at the top of the page or click anywhere in the report 
window and then press Ctrl-P on your keyboard. 

5.1.1. Considered Bids 

This report provides a summary of all bids considered by the FCC auction system when 
determining the provisionally winning set.  For C Block licenses and packages, the Considered 
Bids set includes the highest bid placed on each item by each bidder up to that point in the 
auction.  For non- C Block licenses, the set of considered bids includes bids placed in the current 
round and provisionally winning bids from the previous round.  

 

Obtaining Reports on Your Own Auction Activities 

The Viewable Reports and Downloadable Reports list auction activity for all active bidders.  
To obtain extensive reports on just your auction activity, use the My Bid Reports links on the 
Bidding page.  For details, see My Bid Reports on page 26. 
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5.1.2. Item 

This report provides a summary of all available items (packages and licenses) in the auction. It 
includes the name and description of all items available in the auction, along with the 
provisionally winning bid amount placed on the item and the round in which the bid was 
placed. 

 

5.1.3. Minimum Acceptable Bids 

This report lists the minimum acceptable bids for each item for the next round. 

 

5.1.4. New Bids 

This report provides a summary of any bid that was placed in the selected round.  It includes 
the name and description of any item for which a bid was submitted in the selected round, 
along with the bid amount placed, and the selection number associated with the bid placed. 
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5.1.5. Provisionally Winning Bids 

This report lists the bids that were assigned provisionally winning status, the rounds in which 
the bids were placed, and bid amounts.  (FCC-held licenses are not listed.)  These are the bids 
that would be winners if the auction ended immediately.  

 

5.1.6. Withdrawn Bids 

This report lists the provisionally winning bids that were withdrawn during the specified round 
and the rounds in which the bids were originally placed.   
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5.1.7. Dropped Bids 

This report lists any non provisionally winning C Block bids that were dropped from 
consideration during the specified round and the rounds in which the bids were placed. 

 

5.2. Downloadable Reports 

The Downloadable Reports provide data that you may import into another application, such as 
MS Excel, to review and manipulate the data.  Choosing a report brings up the File Download 
dialog, where you can either open the report or save it to your computer.  

 

 
This is an example of the downloadable Minimum Acceptable Bids report: 

 
The following sections describe the file formats for the Downloadable Reports that are in .txt 
format.    



FCC Integrated Spectrum Auction System Bidder’s Guide Results Tab 

 

 
  

Page 46 

 

 

 

 

5.2.1. Auction Admin 

Column Description 

auction_id Auction number 

auction_description Auction description 

round The round number 

mab_floor The minimum percentage increment or percentage increment floor used 
in the minimum acceptable bid (MAB) calculation. 

mab_ceiling The maximum percentage increment or percentage increment ceiling 
used in the MAB calculation. 

increment_dollar_cap The maximum value of the bid increment amount used to calculate 
MABs and additional bid amounts for licenses. 

activity_weight The factor used in the MAB calculation for weighting the current round’s 
activity.   This value is blank for packages. 

required_activity_percentage The percentage of activity required. 

solver_optimum_ percentage The minimum relative gap percentage used by the solver when greater 
than zero. The value is 1 when the solver is configured for 100% 
optimization. 

solver_options Indicates whether tied bids are identified by the system. 

price_weight A factor used in calculating item prices using smoothed anchoring 
method. (Unused in Auctions 73 and 76; reported as 0.) 

5.2.2. Considered Bids 

Column Description 

auction_id Auction number.   

auction_description Auction description. 

round The round number. 

item_name A unique identifier for the item 

item_description Description of the item.   

bid_round The round number in which the bid was submitted. 

bid_amount The dollar amount of the bid, before any bidding credit is applied. 

selection_number A pseudo-random number assigned to the bid, used when resolving ties.

pwb Indicates whether the bid is provisionally winning (Y or N). 

5.2.3. CPE Calculations Report 

This report indicates how “current price estimates” (CPEs) for licenses are calculated.  License 
CPEs may differ from the highest license bids when a package bid is provisionally winning.   
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If a package is provisionally winning, the system’s solver makes adjustments to the individual 
license prices to account for any difference between the package bid and the sum of the license 
bids.  The adjusted license price is the CPE.  Specifically, the solver calculates CPEs by 
increasing the highest considered bid for each license in the package so that the sum of license 
CPEs equals the provisionally winning bid for the package.  How much a license bid is 
increased (its “share”) depends on the license’s bidding units relative to the total number of 
bidding units in the package.  

The Results page provides a CPE Calculation Template link to a Microsoft Excel file with 
column headings for the data in the CPE Calculations report. 

 

Template 
Heading 

Column Name Description 

Auction ID auction_id Auction number 

Round round The round number 

Item Name item_name A unique identifier for the item 

Item Bidding 
Units 

bidding_units Bidding units associated with an item 

PWB Set pwb_set Displays an asterisk (*) if the item is part of the provisionally 
winning bid set. 

License CPE Calculations 

Highest 
License Bid 

highest_license_bid The highest considered bid for the license. 

Share = 
(License BU / 
Package BU) * 
(Shortfall) 

tier_n_share Shortfall share for the license. 

License CPE = 
Bid + Share 

license_cpe  Current price estimate for the license. 

Shortfall Calculations 

Sum of License 
Bids 

best_revenue_below
_tier_n 

The maximum sum of license bids. 

 

Package Bid tier_n_package_bid 
(column_m) 

The bid on the package. 

 

Shortfall  tier_n_shortfall 
(column_o) 

The difference between the sum of license bids and the package 
bid. 

5.2.3.1. Populating the Template 

To populate the CPE Calculation Template with data for a round, do the following: 

1. Save the template locally. 
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2. Open your copy of the template in Excel. 

3. Click the top leftmost data cell, A3. 

4. On the menu bar, click Data.  

5. Choose Import External Data and then choose Import Data. 

6. On the Select Data Source dialog, select the CPE text file for the round you want. 

7. Click Open. 

8. Navigate through the Wizard dialogs, and accept their defaults, by clicking the Next 
button each time. 

9. On the final Wizard dialog, click the Finish button. 

10. Confirm that the data is to start in cell A3. 

Your populated template should look similar to this: 

 

5.2.4. Hierarchical Package Content Report 

Column Description 

Item_Name A unique identifier for the item 

Package 50 States Shows Y if the associated item is contained in this package; otherwise, 
the column is blank. 

Package Atlantic Shows Y if the associated item is contained in this package; otherwise, 
the column is blank. 

Package Pacific Shows Y if the associated item is contained in this package; otherwise, 
the column is blank. 

5.2.5. Item 

Column Description 

auction_id Auction number.   
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Column Description 

auction_description Auction description. 

round The round number. 

item_name A unique identifier for the item 

item_description Description of the item.   

pwb_amt The dollar amount of the provisionally winning bid, before any bidding 
credit is applied.  This value is $0.00 for items not covered by 
provisionally winning bids.  For items that are covered by PWBs on 
other items – e.g., licenses that are part of a package that has a PWB – 
this value is blank. 

round_of_pwb Round in which the provisionally winning bid was placed.  This value is 0 
if there is not a provisionally winning bid on the item.  For items that are 
covered by PWBs on other items – e.g., licenses that are part of a 
package that has a PWB – this value is blank. 

round_of_previous_pwb The round in which the last provisionally winning bid different from the 
current provisionally winning bid was placed. 

previous_pwb_amount Dollar amount of the previous provisionally winning bid, before any 
bidding credit is applied. 

5.2.6. Minimum Acceptable Bids 

Column Description 

auction_id Auction number.   

auction_description Auction description. 

round The round number. 

item_name A unique identifier for the item 

item_description Description of the item.   

bidding_units Bidding units associated with an item; used to determine activity. 

mab The minimum acceptable bid for the next round. 

mab_increment The amount in dollars of the first bid increment.  This is the dollar 
difference between the provisionally winning bid amount or CPE and the 
MAB for the item for the next round. 

mab_increment_percentage The percentage by which the provisionally winning bid or CPE is 
increased to calculate the new minimum acceptable bid.  This value is 
blank for packages. 

mab_floor The minimum percentage increment or percentage increment floor used 
in the MAB calculation for the license.  This value is blank for packages. 

mab_ceiling The maximum percentage increment or percentage increment ceiling 
used in the MAB calculation for the license.  This value is blank for 
packages. 

activity_weight The factor used in the MAB calculation for weighting the current round’s 
activity.  This value is blank for packages. 
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Column Description 

number_additional_increments In addition to the MAB amount, the number of amounts in the bid 
amount drop-down list.   

bid_increment_percentage The percentage of the MAB used to calculate additional bid amounts. 

number_bidders Number of bidders that have placed a bid on the license, taking into 
account bids placed on the license itself and on packages containing the 
license.  This value is blank for packages. 

5.2.7. New Bids 

Column Description 

auction_id Auction number.   

auction_description Auction description. 

round The round number. 

item_name A unique identifier for the item 

item_description Description of the item.   

bid_amt The dollar amount of the bid, before any bidding credit is applied. 

selection_number A pseudo-random number assigned to the bid; used when resolving ties.

5.2.8. Provisionally Winning Bids 

Column Description 

auction_id Auction number.   

auction_description Auction description. 

round The round number. 

item_name A unique identifier for the item 

item_description Description of the item.   

round_of_pwb Round in which the provisionally winning bid was placed.  This value is 0 
if there is not a provisionally winning bid on the item.  For items that are 
covered by PWBs on other items – e.g., licenses that are part of a 
package that has a PWB – this value is blank. 

pwb_amount The dollar amount of the provisionally winning bid, before any bidding 
credit is applied.  This value is $0.00 for items not covered by 
provisionally winning bids.  For items that are covered by PWBs on 
other items – e.g., licenses that are part of a package that has a PWB – 
this value is blank. 

5.2.9. Withdrawn Bids 

Column Description 

auction_id Auction number 
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Column Description 

auction_description Auction description 

round The round number. 

item_name A unique identifier for the item. 

item_description Description of the item.   

round_withdrawn_pwb_placed The round in which the withdrawn provisionally winning bid was 
originally placed (bid round, not the round of withdrawal). 

withdrawn_pwb_amount The dollar amount of the withdrawn bid, before any bidding credit is 
applied. 

5.2.10. Dropped Bids 

Column Description 

auction_id Auction number 

auction_description Auction description 

round The round number. 

item_name A unique identifier for the item. 

item_description Description of the item.   

round_dropped_bid_placed The round in which the dropped bid was placed (bid round, not the drop 
round). 

dropped_bid_amount The dollar amount of the bid, before any bidding credit is applied.. 

selection_number A pseudo-random number assigned to the bid, used when resolving ties.

5.2.11. XML Database Round and Cumulative Reports for MS Access 

The XML Database Round and XML Database Cumulative reports are in XML format, and must 
be opened from Microsoft Access.  The XML Database Round file contains data for a specific 
round of the auction; the XML Database Cumulative file contains data for all rounds up to and 
including the given round.   

The downloaded Database Round file name format is 
xx_yyy_database_round_anonymous.xml, where xx indicates the auction number and yyy 
indicates the round number.  The downloaded Database Cumulative file name format is 
xx_yyy_database_cumulative_anonymous.xml, where xx indicates the auction number and yyy 
indicates the number of the most recent round. 

The contents of the data tables contained in these files are described under Contents of XML 
Report Files on page 52. 

5.2.11.1. Opening the Report File 

To open the report file, you must do the following:  
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1. Click on the Results tab.  In the Downloadable Reports block, click the XSD for use with 
XML Files link and save this file in the directory where you will be saving your .xml files.  
The .xsd file name format is xx_database.xsd, where xx indicates the auction number. You 
do not actually do anything with this .xsd file; it just has to be in the same directory as the 
.xml files.  You only have to save the .xsd file the first time you download an .xml file – not 
subsequent rounds. 

2. Choose the Downloadable Reports option (XML Database Round or XML Database 
Cumulative) and save the .xml file to the same directory to which the .xsd file was saved. 

3. Open MS Access and proceed with importing data. 

5.2.12. XML Spreadsheet Report for MS Excel 

The XML Spreadsheet report is in XML format, and must be opened from Microsoft Excel. 

The downloaded file name format is xx_yyy_spreadsheet_anonymous.xml, where xx indicates 
the auction number and yyy indicates the round number.  The contents of the data tables 
contained in this file are described under Contents of XML Report Files on page 75. 

5.2.13. Contents of XML Report Files 

Regardless of your choice of MS Access or MS Excel, you have the same eight tables of data 
available.  The following sections describe the file formats for the Downloadable XML files. 

5.2.13.1. All Bids 

Column Data Type Field Size Description 

auction_id Number Integer Auction number 

auction_description Text 50 Auction description 

round Number Integer The round number.  In this report, it is also the 
round number in which the bid was placed. 

item_name Text 20 A unique identifier for the item 

item_description Text 50 Description of the item 

market Text 40 Identifies the geographic region that an item covers. 
For Auctions 73 and 76, this value is blank for 
packages. 

block Text 30 Identifies the frequency block of the item. 

submarket Text 30 Indicates a partitioned or disaggregated market. 

increments_of_bid Number Integer Number of bid increments selected by the bidder to 
produce the bid amount. This is a whole number 
between 1 (the minimum acceptable bid) and 9. 

bid_amount Currency  The dollar amount of the bid, before any bidding 
credit is applied. 

date Date/Time  Date when the bid was placed (MM/DD/YYYY). 
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Column Data Type Field Size Description 

selection_number Number Double A pseudo random number assigned to the bid, used 
when resolving ties.   

5.2.13.2. Considered  Bids 

Column Data Type Field Size Description 

auction_id Number Integer Auction number 

auction_description Text 50 Auction description 

round Number Integer The round number 

item_name Text 20 A unique identifier for the item 

item_description Text 50 Description of the item 

bid_round Number Integer The round number in which the bid was placed 

bid_amount Currency  The dollar amount of the bid, before any bidding 
credit is applied. 

selection_number Number Double A pseudo random number assigned to the bid used 
when resolving ties.  

pwb Text 5 Indicates whether the bid is provisionally winning (Y 
or N). 

5.2.13.3. Increment Statistics 

Column Data Type Field Size Description 

auction_id Number Integer Auction number 

auction_description Text 50 Auction description 

round Number Integer The round number 

increment_1 Number Long Integer Count of this round’s bids placed using the 1st bid 
amount, the minimum acceptable bid. 

increment_2 Number Long Integer Count of this round’s bids placed using the 2nd bid 
amount. 

increment_3 Number Long Integer Count of this round’s bids placed using the 3rd bid 
amount. 

increment_4 Number Long Integer Count of this round’s bids placed using the 4th bid 
amount. 

increment_5 Number Long Integer Count of this round’s bids placed using the 5th bid 
amount. 

increment_6 Number Long Integer Count of this round’s bids placed using the 6th bid 
amount. 

increment_7 Number Long Integer Count of this round’s bids placed using the 7th bid 
amount. 
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Column Data Type Field Size Description 

increment_8 Number Long Integer Count of this round’s bids placed using the 8th bid 
amount. 

increment_9 Number Long Integer Count of this round’s bids placed using the 9th bid 
amount. 

5.2.13.4. Items 

Column Data Type Field Size Description 

auction_id Number Integer Auction number 

auction_description Text 50 Auction description 

round Number Integer The round number 

item_name Text 20 A unique identifier for the item 

item_description Text 50 Description of the item 

market Text 40 Identifies the geographic region that an item covers. 
For Auctions 73 and 76, this value is blank for 
packages. 

block Text 30 Identifies the frequency block of the item. 

submarket Text 30 Indicates a partitioned or disaggregated market. 

size_mhz Text 30 The amount of spectrum included in the item, in 
megahertz. 

bidding_units Number Double Bidding units associated with an item; used to 
determine activity. 

population Number Double Number of people covered by the item.  This 
number is based on census figures for the 
geographic area. 

number_of_bids Number Long Integer Number of bids placed on the item during the round.

pwb_amount Currency  The dollar amount of the provisionally winning bid, 
before any bidding credit is applied.  This value is 
$0.00 for items not covered by provisionally winning 
bids.  For items that are covered by PWBs on other 
items — e.g., licenses that are part of a package 
that has a PWB — this value is blank in the XML 
database files and $0.00 in the XML spreadsheet 
files. 

round_of_pwb Number Integer Round in which the provisionally winning bid was 
placed.  This value is 0 if there is not a provisionally 
winning bid on the item.  For items that are covered 
by PWBs on other items — e.g., licenses that are 
part of a package that has a PWB — this value is 
blank in the XML database files and 0 in the XML 
spreadsheet files. 
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Column Data Type Field Size Description 

increments_of_pwb Number Integer Number of bid increments selected by the bidder to 
produce the bid amount. This is a whole number 
between 1 (the minimum acceptable bid) and 9.  
This value is 0 if there is not a provisionally winning 
bid on the item.  For licenses, this value is blank in 
the XML database files and 0 in the XML 
spreadsheet files if there is a provisionally winning 
bid on a package containing the license.  For 
packages, this value is blank in the XML database 
files and 0 in the XML spreadsheet files if there are 
provisionally winning bids on licenses comprising 
the package. 

date Date/Time  Date when the provisionally winning bid was placed 
(MM/DD/YYYY).  This value is blank if there is not a 
provisionally winning bid on the item. 

number_bidders Number Long Integer Number of bidders that have placed a bid on the 
license, taking into account bids placed on the 
license itself and on packages containing the 
license.  This value is blank for packages. 

mab Currency  The minimum acceptable bid for the next round. 

mab_increment Currency  The amount in dollars of the first bid increment.  
This is the dollar difference between the 
provisionally winning bid amount or CPE and the 
MAB for the item for the next round. 

mab_increment_percenta
ge 

Number Single The percentage by which the provisionally winning 
bid or CPE is increased to calculate the new 
minimum acceptable bid.  This value is blank for 
packages. 

mab_floor Number Single The minimum percentage increment or percentage 
increment floor used in the MAB calculation for the 
license.  This value is blank for packages. 

mab_ceiling Number Single The maximum percentage increment or percentage 
increment ceiling used in the MAB calculation for 
the license.  This value is blank for packages. 

activity_weight Number Single The factor used in the MAB calculation for weighting 
the current round’s activity.  This value is blank for 
packages. 

number_additional_incre
ments 

Number Long Integer In addition to the MAB amount, the number of 
amounts in the bid amount drop-down list.   

bid_increment_percentag
e 

Number Single The percentage of the MAB used to calculate 
additional bid amounts. 

round_of_previous_pwb Number Integer The round in which the last provisionally winning bid 
different from the current provisionally winning bid 
was placed. 
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Column Data Type Field Size Description 

previous_pwb_amount Currency  Dollar amount of the previous provisionally winning 
bid, before any bidding credit is applied. 

uda_7 Text 50 Identifies the package, if any, that contains the 
license. 

uda_8 Text 50 User-defined column (not used). 

uda_9 Text 50 User-defined column (not used). 

uda_10 Text 50 User-defined column (not used). 

5.2.13.5. Round Statistics 

Column Data Type Field Size Description 

auction_id Number Integer Auction number 

auction_description Text 50 Auction description 

round Number Integer The round number 

round_start_date_time Date/Time  Date and time the round opened (MM/DD/YYYY 
HH:MM:SS AM/PM). 

stage Number Integer Identifies the activity rule stage of the auction. 

new_bids Number Long Integer Number of new bids placed in this round. 

number_pwbs Number Long Integer Number of bids on items (licenses and packages) 
that are provisionally winning. 

number_pw_license_bids Number Long Integer Number of bids on licenses that are provisionally 
winning. 

number_licenses_covere
d_pwbs 

Number Long Integer The number of licenses covered by provisionally 
winning bids, considering bids on licenses and 
packages. 

fcc_held_licenses Number Long Integer Number of individual licenses that are not covered 
by a provisionally winning bid. 

stage_transition_percenta
ge 

Number Double Sum of the bidding units for items with new bids 
divided by the sum of the bidding units for all items.

stage_transition_percenta
ge_less_fcc_held 

Number Double Sum of the bidding units for items with new bids 
divided by the sum of the bidding units for all items 
where the FCC is not the provisionally winning 
bidder. 

total_pwb_amount Currency  Total dollar amount of provisionally winning bids as 
of this round. 

dollar_change_in_pwb_a
mount 

Currency  The dollar change in the total provisionally winning 
bid amount from the previous round. 

percentage_change_in_p
wb_amount 

Number Double The percentage change in the provisionally winning 
bid amount from the previous round. 
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Column Data Type Field Size Description 

percentage_of_covered_
bidding_units 

Number Double Percentage of the bidding units of items that are 
covered by provisionally winning bids. 

proactive_waivers_used Text 5 Indicates whether any proactive waivers were used 
in the round (Y or N). 

withdrawn_bids Number Long Integer Number of bids withdrawn in the round. 

dropped_bids Number Long Integer Number of bids dropped in the round.  

5.2.13.6. Withdrawn PWBs 

Column Data Type Field Size Description 

auction_id Number Integer Auction number 

auction_description Text 50 Auction description 

item_name Text 20 A unique identifier for the item 

item_description Text 50 Description of the item 

market Text 40 Identifies the geographic region that an item covers. 
For Auctions 73 and 76, this value is blank for 
packages. 

block Text 30 Identifies the frequency block of the item. 

submarket Text 30 Indicates a partitioned or disaggregated market. 

round_of_withdrawal Number Integer Round number in which the bid was withdrawn. 

round_withdrawn_pwb_pl
aced 

Number Integer The round in which the withdrawn bid was originally 
placed (bid round, not the round of withdrawal). 

withdrawn_pwb_amount Currency  The dollar amount of the withdrawn bid, before any 
bidding credit is applied. 

date Date/Time  Date when the bid was withdrawn (MM/DD/YYYY). 

mab Currency  The minimum acceptable bid for the next round. 

5.2.13.7. Dropped Bids 

Column Data Type Field Size Description 

auction_id Number Integer Auction number 

auction_description Text 50 Auction description 

item_name Text 20 A unique identifier for the item 

item_description Text 50 Description of the item 

market Text 40 Identifies the geographic region that an item covers. 
For Auctions 73 and 76, this value is blank for 
packages. 

block Text 30 Identifies the frequency block of the item. 
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Column Data Type Field Size Description 

submarket Text 30 Indicates a partitioned or disaggregated market. 

round_of_drop Number Integer Round number in which the bid was dropped. 

round_dropped_bid_plac
ed 

Number Integer The round in which the dropped bid was placed (bid 
round, not the drop round). 

dropped_bid_amount Currency  The dollar amount of the bid, before any bidding 
credit is applied. 

date Date/Time  Date when the bid was dropped (MM/DD/YYYY). 

5.2.13.8. Auction Admin 

Column Data Type Field Size Description 

auction_id Number Integer Auction number 

auction_description Text 50 Auction description 

round Number Integer  The round number 

mab_floor Number Double The minimum percentage increment or percentage 
increment floor used in the minimum acceptable bid 
(MAB) calculations for the next round. 

mab_ceiling Number Double The maximum percentage increment or percentage 
increment ceiling used in the MAB calculations for 
the next round. 

increment_dollar_cap Currency  The maximum value of the bid increment amount 
used to calculate MABs and additional bid amounts 
for the next round. 

activity_weight Number Double The factor used in the MAB calculations for the next 
round for weighting the current round’s activity. 

required_activity_percent
age 

Number Double The percentage of activity required in the next 
round. 

solver_optimum_percenta
ge 

Number Double The minimum relative gap percentage used by the 
solver when greater than zero.  This value is 1 
when the solver is configured for 100% 
optimization. 

solver_options Text 50 Indicates whether tied bids are identified by the 
system.   

price_weight Number Double A factor used in calculating item prices using the 
smoothed anchoring method.  (Unused in Auctions 
73 and 76; reported as 0.) 
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6. Auction Application Tab 

Note: This page appears only to logged-in bidders. 

Unlike the other tabs in the header, clicking the Auction Application tab does not take you to a 
different page.  Instead, it produces a pop-up window with the applicant’s FCC Auction 
Application (Form 175) in it.  You can view the entire application, but you can only change a 
few data fields in it.  The changeable fields include the contact person information, responsible 
party information, and names of the authorized bidders. 
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7. Announcements Tab 

Clicking the Announcements tab produces a page showing a brief description of each 
announcement that has been posted for the current auction.   

 
The announcements are sorted in descending order by the date and time in which they were 
posted.  In addition, for logged-in bidders, the Announcements page displays an envelope icon 
for any announcement that the bidder has not yet viewed.   

To view the full content of an announcement, click on its title.   
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8. Post-Auction Information 

After the auction has closed and information on bidder identities is publicly available, the 
system displays slightly different versions of the Home page and the Results page.  These pages 
now provide additional information about the bidders and the auction.  Briefly, when an 
auction has finished: 

• The Home page shows statistics on the amounts of winning bids, the number of winning 
bidders, and the number of licenses won. 

• The Results page provides a variety of viewable reports, downloadable reports, and 
bidder summaries. 

The sections to follow describe the post-auction versions of these pages. 

8.1. Post-Auction Version of the Home Page 

After the auction has closed and information on bidder identities is publicly available, the Home 
page will look like this: 

 
Note that the summary table at the bottom left of the Home page now has one additional field, 
Net Total PWB Amount.   Total PWB Amount is the sum of the amounts of the provisionally 
winning bids, while Net Total PWB Amount represents the Total PWB Amount minus bidding 
credits.  A count of the number of winning bidders is also filled in at the close of the auction. 
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8.2. Post-Auction Version of the Results Page 

After the auction has closed, the Results page will look similar to this: 

 
Note that the page now provides much more information, including three pairs of drop-down 
lists with round-related information: 

• Viewable Reports lets you view predefined round results reports.  See Viewable Reports 
on page 62. 

• Downloadable Reports lets you save predefined round results reports on your 
computer.  Most of these reports are text (.txt) documents.   See Downloadable Reports 
on page 66. 

• Bidder Summaries lets you view information for any bidder, even bidders that have 
exited the auction.  See Bidder Summaries on page 85. 

8.2.1. Viewable Reports 

The Viewable Reports are described in the following sections.  These reports can be sorted by 
any one column in ascending or descending order by clicking on the column title.   

To print a report, click the Print link at the top of the page or click anywhere in the report 
window and then press Ctrl-P on your keyboard.   
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8.2.1.1. Item 

The Item report provides a summary of all available items (packages and licenses) in the 
auction. It includes the name and description of all items available in the auction, along with the 
provisionally winning bid amount and the round in which the bid was placed. 

 

8.2.1.2. Bidder 

The Bidder report summarizes the status of each bidder in the auction.  In the following 
example, PWB Licenses is the number of licenses for which the bidder holds the provisionally 
winning bid, considering both individual license bids and package bids containing the license.  
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8.2.1.3. Considered Bids 

This report lists all bids considered by the system solver when determining the provisionally 
winning set.  For C Block licenses and packages, the Considered Bids set includes the highest bid 
placed on each item by each bidder up to that point in the auction.  For non- C Block licenses, 
the set of Considered Bids  includes bids placed in the current round and provisionally winning 
bids from the previous round.   

 

8.2.1.4. Dropped Bids 

This report lists any non-provisionally winning C Block bids that were dropped from 
consideration during the specified round and the rounds in which the bids were placed. 
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8.2.1.5. Minimum Acceptable Bids 

This report lists the minimum acceptable bids for each item for the next round. 

 

8.2.1.6. New Bids 

This report lists all bids placed in the selected round. It includes the name and description of the 
license or package, the bid amount, and the selection number associated with the bid. 

 

8.2.1.7. Provisionally Winning Bids 

This report lists the bids that were assigned as provisional winners, the round in which the bid 
was placed, and the bid amount.  (FCC-held licenses are not listed.)   



FCC Integrated Spectrum Auction System Bidder’s Guide Post-Auction Information 

 

 
  

Page 66 

 

 

 

 

 

8.2.1.8. Withdrawn Bids 

This report lists the provisionally winning bids withdrawn during the specified round and the 
rounds in which the provisionally winning bids were originally placed.   

 

8.2.2. Downloadable Reports 

The Downloadable Reports are, for the most part, downloadable .txt versions of the Viewable 
Reports.  However, the Downloadable Reports contain additional data columns.  You may 
import these reports into another application, such as MS Excel, to review and manipulate the 
data. 

Clicking a report link brings up the File Download dialog, where you can either open the report 
or save it to your computer.  
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This is an example of the downloaded Considered Bids report: 

 
The following sections describe the file formats for the Downloadable Reports that are in .txt 
format.    

8.2.2.1. Auction Admin 

Column Description 

auction_id Auction number 

auction_description Auction description 

round The round number 

mab_floor The minimum percentage increment or percentage increment floor used 
in the minimum acceptable bid (MAB) calculation. 

mab_ceiling The maximum percentage increment or percentage increment ceiling 
used in the MAB calculation. 

increment_dollar_cap The maximum value of the bid increment amount used to calculate 
MABs and additional bid amounts for licenses. 

activity_weight The factor used in the MAB calculation for weighting the current round’s 
activity.  This value is blank for packages. 
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Column Description 

required_activity_percentage The percentage of activity required. 

solver_optimum_ percentage The minimum relative gap percentage used by the solver when greater 
than zero.  This value is 1 when the solver is configured for 100% 
optimization. 

solver_options Indicates whether tied bids are identified by the system. 

price_weight A factor used in calculating item prices using the smoothed anchoring 
method.  (Unused in Auctions 73 and 76; reported as 0.) 

8.2.2.2. Bidder 

Column Description 

auction_id Auction number 

auction_ description Auction description 

round The round number. 

bidder_frn FCC Registration Number of the bidder. 

bidder_name The bidder name 

current_eligibility Represents the maximum number of bidding units on which a bidder 
may submit bids in the current  round.    

waivers_remaining Number of waivers available to the bidder. 

withdrawals_remaining Number of withdrawal rounds available to the bidder. 

drop_rounds_remaining Number of drop rounds available to the bidder. 

bidding_credit Indicates whether the bidder qualifies for a bidding credit (Y or N). 

total_pwb_amount Total dollar amount of this bidder’s provisionally winning bids, before 
any bidding credit is applied. 

total_net_pwb_amount Total net dollar amount of this bidder’s provisionally winning bids, taking 
into account any bidding credit. 

number_pwbs Number of items (licenses and packages) that the bidder is provisionally 
winning. 

number_pw_license_bids Number of bids on licenses that the bidder is provisionally winning, not 
considering bids on packages. 

number_licenses_covered_pwb
s 

The number of licenses covered by the bidder’s provisionally winning 
bids, considering bids on licenses and packages 

waiver_type Type of waiver used, if any: P (proactive) or A (automatic). 

current_activity Bidder’s activity in bidding units at the end of the round (provisionally 
winning bids). 
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8.2.2.3. Considered Bids 

Column Description 

auction_id Auction number 

auction_description Auction description 

round The round number. 

bidder_frn FCC Registration Number of the bidder. 

bidder_name The bidder name 

item_name A unique identifier for the item. 

item_description Description of the item.   

bid_round The round number in which the bid was placed 

bid_amount The dollar amount of the bid, before any bidding credit is applied. 

net_bid_amount The net dollar amount for the bid, taking into account any bidding credit.

selection_number A pseudo-random number assigned to the bid, used when resolving ties. 

pwb Indicates whether the bid is provisionally winning (Y or N) 

8.2.2.4. CPE Calculations Report 

This report indicates how “current price estimates” (CPEs) for licenses are calculated.  License 
CPEs may differ from the highest license bids when a package bid is provisionally winning.   

If a package is provisionally winning, the system’s solver makes adjustments to the individual 
license prices to account for any difference between the package bid and the sum of the license 
bids.  The adjusted license price is the CPE.  Specifically, the solver calculates CPEs by 
increasing the highest considered bid for each license in the package so that the sum of license 
CPEs equals the provisionally winning bid for the package.  How much a license bid is 
increased (its “share”) depends on the license’s bidding units relative to the total number of 
bidding units in the package.  

The Results page provides a CPE Calculation Template link to a Microsoft Excel file with 
column headings for the data in the CPE Calculations report. 

 

Template 
Heading 

Column Name Description 

Auction ID auction_id Auction number 

Round round The round number 

Item Name item_name A unique identifier for the item 

Item Bidding 
Units 

bidding_units Bidding units associated with an item 

PWB Set pwb_set Displays an asterisk (*) if the item is part of the provisionally 
winning bid set. 
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Template 
Heading 

Column Name Description 

License CPE Calculations 

Highest 
License Bid 

highest_license_bid The highest considered bid for the license. 

Share = 
(License BU / 
Package BU) * 
(Shortfall) 

tier_n_share Shortfall share for the license. 

License CPE = 
Bid + Share 

license_cpe  Current price estimate for the license. 

Shortfall Calculations 

Sum of License 
Bids 

best_revenue_below
_tier_n 

The maximum sum of license bids. 

 

Package Bid tier_n_package_bid 
(column_m) 

The bid on the package. 

 

Shortfall  tier_n_shortfall 
(column_o) 

The difference between the sum of license bids and the package 
bid. 

8.2.2.4.1. Populating the Template 

To populate the CPE Calculation Template with data for a round, do the following: 

1. Save the template locally. 

2. Open your copy of the template in Excel. 

3. Click the top leftmost data cell, A3. 

4. On the menu bar, click Data.  

5. Choose Import External Data and then choose Import Data. 

6. On the Select Data Source dialog, select the CPE text file for the round you want. 

7. Click Open. 

8. Navigate through the Wizard dialogs, and accept their defaults, by clicking the Next 
button each time. 

9. On the final Wizard dialog, click the Finish button. 

10. Confirm that the data is to start in cell A3. 

Your populated template should look similar to this: 
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8.2.2.5. Hierarchical Package Content Report 

Column Description 

Item_Name A unique identifier for the item. 

Package 50 States Shows Y if the associated item is contained in this package; otherwise, 
the column is blank. 

Package Atlantic Shows Y if the associated item is contained in this package; otherwise, 
the column is blank. 

Package Pacific Shows Y if the associated item is contained in this package; otherwise, 
the column is blank. 

8.2.2.6. Item 

Column Description 

auction_id Auction number 

auction_description Auction description 

round The round number. 

item_name A unique identifier for the item 

item_description Description of the item.   

pwb_amount The dollar amount of the provisionally winning bid, before any bidding 
credit is applied.  This value is $0.00 for items not covered by 
provisionally winning bids.  For items that are covered by PWBs on 
other items – e.g., licenses that are part of a package that has a PWB – 
this value is blank. 

net_pwb_amount Net dollar amount of the provisionally winning bid, after any bidding 
credit is applied.  This value is $0.00 for items not covered by 
provisionally winning bids.  For items that are covered by PWBs on 
other items – e.g., licenses that are part of a package that has a PWB – 
this value is blank. 

pw_bidder Name of the provisionally winning bidder. 
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Column Description 

round_of_pwb Round in which the provisionally winning bid was placed.  For items that 
are covered by PWBs on other items – e.g., licenses that are part of a 
package that has a PWB – this value is blank. 

previous_pw_bidder Name of the bidder that placed the previous provisionally winning bid. 
This value will be blank if the item was previously owned by the FCC. 

round_of_previous_pwb The round in which the last provisionally winning bid different from the 
current provisionally winning bid was placed.  

previous_pwb_amount The dollar amount of the previous provisionally winning bid, before any 
bidding credit is applied. 

previous_net_pwb_amount Net dollar amount of the previous provisionally winning bid, after any 
bidding credit is applied. 

8.2.2.7. Minimum Acceptable Bids  

Column Description 

auction_id Auction number 

auction_description Auction description 

round The round number. 

item_name A unique identifier for the item 

item_description Description of the item.   

bidding_units Bidding units associated with an item; used to determine activity. 

pw_bidder Name of the provisionally winning bidder. 

mab The minimum acceptable bid for the next round. 

mab_increment The amount in dollars of the first bid increment.  This is the dollar 
difference between the provisionally winning bid amount or CPE and the 
MAB for the item for the next round. 

mab_increment_percentage The percentage by which the provisionally winning bid or CPE is 
increased to calculate the new minimum acceptable bid.  This value is 
blank for packages. 

mab_floor The minimum percentage increment or percentage increment floor used 
in the MAB calculation for the license.  This value is blank for packages. 

mab_ceiling The maximum percentage increment or percentage increment ceiling 
used in the MAB calculation for the license.  This value is blank for 
packages. 

activity_weight The factor used in the MAB calculation for weighting the current round’s 
activity.  This value is blank for packages. 

number_additional_increments In addition to the MAB amount, the number of amounts in the bid 
amount drop-down list.   
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Column Description 

bid_increment_percentage The percentage of the minimum acceptable bid added to calculate 
additional bid amounts. 

number_bidders Number of bidders that have placed a bid on the license, taking into 
account a bid placed on either the license itself or a package containing 
the license.  This value is blank for packages. 

8.2.2.8. New Bids  

Column Description 

auction_id Auction number 

auction_description Auction description 

round The round number  

bidder_frn FCC Registration Number of the bidder 

bidder_name The bidder name 

item_name A unique identifier for the item 

item_description Description of the item.   

bid_amt The dollar amount of the bid, before any bidding credit is applied. 

net_bid_amt The net dollar amount for the bid, taking into account any bidding credit.

selection_number A pseudo-random number assigned to the bid; used when resolving ties. 

8.2.2.9. Provisionally Winning Bids  

Column Description 

auction_id Auction number 

auction_description Auction description 

round The round number. 

bidder_frn FCC Registration Number of the bidder 

bidder_name The bidder name 

item_name A unique identifier for the item 

item_description Description of the item.   

round_of_pwb The round in which the bid was placed. 

pwb_amount The dollar amount of the bid, before any bidding credit is applied. 

net_pwb_amount The net dollar amount for the bid, taking into account any bidding credit.
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8.2.2.10. Withdrawn Bids  

Column Description 

auction_id Auction number 

auction_description Auction description 

round The round number. 

bidder_frn FCC Registration Number of this bidder. 

bidder_name Name of bidder that withdrew 

item_name A unique identifier for the item 

item_description Description of the item.   

round_withdrawn_pwb_placed The round in which the withdrawn bid was originally placed (bid round, 
not the round of withdrawal). 

withdrawn_pwb_amount The dollar amount of the withdrawn bid, before any bidding credit is 
applied. 

withdrawn_net_pwb_amount Net dollar amount of the withdrawn bid, after any bidding credit is 
applied. 

8.2.2.11. Dropped Bids 

Column Description 

auction_id Auction number 

auction_description Auction description 

Round The round number. 

bidder_frn FCC Registration Number of this bidder. 

bidder_name Name of bidder that dropped the bid 

item_name A unique identifier for the item 

item_description Description of the item.   

round_dropped_bid_placed The round in which the dropped bid was originally placed (bid round, not 
the drop round). 

dropped_bid_amount The dollar amount of the dropped bid, before any bidding credit is 
applied. 

dropped_net_ bid_amount Net dollar amount of the dropped bid, after any bidding credit is applied.

selection_number A pseudo-random number assigned to the bid, used when resolving ties. 

8.2.2.12. XML Database Round and Cumulative Reports for MS Access 

The XML Database Round and XML Database Cumulative reports are in XML format, and must 
be opened from Microsoft Access.  The XML Database Round file contains data for a specific 
round of the auction; the XML Database Cumulative file contains data for all rounds up to and 
including the given round.   



FCC Integrated Spectrum Auction System Bidder’s Guide Post-Auction Information 

 

 
  

Page 75 

 

 

 

 

The downloaded Database Round file name format is xx_yyy_database_round.xml, where xx 
indicates the auction number and yyy indicates the round number.  The downloaded Database 
Cumulative file name format is xx_yyy_database_cumulative.xml, where xx indicates the 
auction number and yyy indicates the number of the most recent round. 

The contents of the data tables contained in these files are described under Contents of XML 
Report Files on page 75. 

8.2.2.12.1. Opening the Report File 

To open the report file, you must do the following:  
 

1. Click on the Results tab.  In the Downloadable Reports block, click the XSD for use with 
XML Files link and save this file in the directory where you will be saving your .xml files.  
The .xsd file name format is xx_database.xsd, where xx indicates the auction number. You 
do not actually do anything with this .xsd file; it just has to be in the same directory as the 
.xml files.  You only have to save the .xsd file the first time you download an .xml file – not 
subsequent rounds. 

2. Choose the Downloadable Reports option (XML Database Round or XML Database 
Cumulative) and save the .xml file to the same directory that the .xsd file was saved. 

3. Open MS Access and proceed with importing data. 

8.2.2.13. XML Spreadsheet Report for MS Excel 

The XML Spreadsheet report is in XML format, and must be opened from Microsoft Excel. 

The downloaded file name format is xx_yyy_spreadsheet.xml, where xx indicates the auction 
number and yyy indicates the round number.  The contents of the data tables contained in this 
file are described under Contents of XML Report Files on page 75. 

8.2.2.14. Contents of XML Report Files 

Regardless of your choice of MS Access or MS Excel, you have the same 12 tables of data 
available.  The following sections describe the file formats for the Downloadable XML files. 

8.2.2.14.1. All Bids 

Column Data Type Field Size Description 

auction_id Number Integer Auction number 

auction_description Text 50 Auction description 

round Number Integer The round number.  In this report, it is also the 
round number in which the bid was placed. 

item_name Text 20 A unique identifier for the item 

item_description Text 50 Description of the item 
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Column Data Type Field Size Description 

bidder_name Text 50 The bidder name 

bidder_frn Text 30 FCC Registration Number of the bidder 

market Text 40 Identifies the geographic region that an item covers. 
For Auctions 73 and 76, this value is blank for 
packages. 

block Text 30 Identifies the frequency block of the item. 

submarket Text 30 Indicates a partitioned or disaggregated market. 

increments_of_bid Number Integer Number of the bid increment selected by the bidder 
to produce the bid amount. This is a whole number 
between 1 and 9. 

bid_amount Currency  The dollar amount of the bid, before any bidding 
credit is applied. 

net_bid_amount Currency  The net dollar amount for the bid, taking into 
account any bidding credit. 

date Date/Time  Date when the bid was placed (MM/DD/YYYY). 

selection_number Number Double A pseudo random number assigned to the bid, used 
when resolving ties.   

8.2.2.14.2. Considered Bids 

Column Data Type Field Size Description 

auction_id Number Integer Auction number 

auction_description Text 50 Auction description 

round Number Integer The round number 

item_name Text 20 A unique identifier for the item 

item_description Text 50 Description of the item 

bid_round Number Integer The round number in which the bid was placed 

bidder_name Text 50 The bidder name 

bidder_frn Text 30 FCC Registration Number of the bidder 

bid_amount Currency  The dollar amount of the bid, before any bidding 
credit is applied. 

net_bid_amount Currency  The net dollar amount for the bid, taking into 
account any bidding credit. 

selection_number Number Double A pseudo random number assigned to the bid, used 
when resolving ties.   

pwb Text 50 Indicates whether the bid is provisionally winning (Y 
or N). 
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8.2.2.14.3. Bidder Statistics 

Column Data Type Field Size Description 

auction_id Number Integer Auction number 

auction_description Text 50 Auction description 

round Number Integer The round number 

bidder_name Text 50 The bidder name 

bidder_frn Text 30 FCC Registration Number of the bidder 

bidding_credit Text 1 Indicates whether the bidder qualifies for a bidding 
credit (Y or N). 

initial_eligibility Number Double Represents the maximum number of bidding units, 
on which a bidder may submit a bids at the 
beginning of the auction.  Based on the bidder’s 
upfront payment amount.   

current_eligibility Number Double Represents the maximum number of bidding units 
on which a bidder may submit bids in the current  
round.   

change_in_eligibility Number Double Represents the amount, in bidding units, by which 
the bidder’s eligibility was reduced in the round. It is 
the difference between the bidder’s eligibility at the 
beginning of the round and its eligibility at the close 
of the round.  

waiver_type Text 1 Type of waiver used, if any: P (proactive) or A 
(automatic). 

new_bids Number Long Integer Number of bids placed by the bidder in this round. 

total_bid_amount Currency  Total dollar amount for the bids placed by the bidder 
in the round, before any bidding credit is applied.  

total_net_bid_amount Currency  Total net dollar amount for the bids placed by the 
bidder in the round, taking into account any bidding 
credit. 

number_pwbs Number Long Integer Number of items (licenses and packages) that the 
bidder is provisionally winning. 

number_pw_license_bids Number Long Integer Number of bids on licenses that the bidder is 
provisionally winning. 

number_licenses_covere
d_pwbs 

Number Long Integer The number of licenses covered by the bidder’s 
provisionally winning bids, considering bids on 
licenses and packages. 

total_pwb Currency  Total dollar amount of this bidder’s provisionally 
winning bids, before any bidding credit is applied. 

total_net_pwb Currency  Total net dollar amount of this bidder’s provisionally 
winning bids, taking into account any bidding credit.

current_activity Number Double Bidder’s activity in bidding units at the end of the 
round (provisionally winning bids). 
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Column Data Type Field Size Description 

additional_activity_requir
ed 

Number Double Additional amount of activity, in bidding units, 
required for the bidder to meet its activity 
requirement in the next round, taking into account 
its provisionally winning bids. 

at_risk Text 1 Indicates whether the bidder is at risk (Y or N) of 
having its eligibility reduced or using an activity rule 
waiver in the next round. 

unused_eligibility Number Double Amount of eligibility, in bidding units, that was not 
used by the bidder during the round. 

waivers_remaining Number Integer Number of waivers available to the bidder. 

withdrawals_remaining Number Integer Number of withdrawal rounds available to the 
bidder. 

drop_rounds_remaining Number Integer Number of drop rounds available to the bidder. 

8.2.2.14.4. Bidders Raising Own PWB 

Column Data Type Field Size Description 

auction_id Number Integer Auction number 

auction_description Text 50 Auction description 

round Number Integer The round in which the provisionally winning bid 
was raised 

item_name Text 20 A unique identifier for the item 

item_description Text 50 Description of the item 

market Text 40 Identifies the geographic region that an item covers. 
For Auctions 73 and 76, this value is blank for 
packages. 

block Text 30 Identifies the frequency block of the item. 

submarket Text 30 Indicates a partitioned or disaggregated market. 

bidder_name Text 50 The qualified bidder name 

bidder_frn Text 30 FCC Registration Number of this bidder 

increments_of_bid Number Integer Number of the bid increment selected by the bidder 
to produce the bid amount. This is a whole number 
between 1 and 9. 

bid_amount Currency  The dollar amount of the bid, before any bidding 
credit is applied. 

net_bid_amount Currency  The net dollar amount of the bid, taking into account
any bidding credit. 

date Date/Time  Date when the provisionally winning bid was raised 
(MM/DD/YYYY). 
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8.2.2.14.5. Bidders That Reduced 

Column Data Type Field Size Description 

auction_id Number Integer Auction number 

auction_description Text 50 Auction description 

round Number Integer The round in which the bidder reduced its eligibility 

bidder_name Text 50 Name of bidder that reduced its eligibility 

bidder_frn Text 30 FCC Registration Number of this bidder 

bidding_units_reduced Number Double Number of bidding units by which the bidder 
reduced its eligibility 

current_eligibility Number Double New eligibility, in bidding units, for the bidder as a 
result of the reduction in eligibility 

8.2.2.14.6. Increment Statistics 

Column Data Type Field Size Description 

auction_id Number Integer Auction number 

auction_description Text 50 Auction description 

round Number Integer The round number 

increment_1 Number Long Integer Count of this round’s bids placed using the 1st bid 
amount, the minimum acceptable bid. 

increment_2 Number Long Integer Count of this round’s bids placed using the 2nd bid 
amount. 

increment_3 Number Long Integer Count of this round’s bids placed using the 3rd bid 
amount. 

increment_4 Number Long Integer Count of this round’s bids placed using the 4th bid 
amount. 

increment_5 Number Long Integer Count of this round’s bids placed using the 5th bid 
amount. 

increment_6 Number Long Integer Count of this round’s bids placed using the 6th bid 
amount. 

increment_7 Number Long Integer Count of this round’s bids placed using the 7th bid 
amount. 

increment_8 Number Long Integer Count of this round’s bids placed using the 8th bid 
amount. 

increment_9 Number Long Integer Count of this round’s bids placed using the 9th bid 
amount. 
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8.2.2.14.7. Waivers 

Column Data Type Field Size Description 

auction_id Number Integer Auction number 

auction_description Text 50 Auction description 

round Number Integer The round in which the bidder used a waiver 

bidder_name Text 50 The qualified bidder name 

bidder_frn Text 30 FCC Registration Number of this bidder 

waiver_type Text 1 Type of waiver applied, if any: P (proactive) or A 
(automatic). 

waivers_remaining Number Integer Number of waivers remaining for the bidder 

8.2.2.14.8. Items 

Column Data Type Field Size Description 

auction_id Number Integer Auction number 

auction_description Text 50 Auction description 

round Number Integer The round number 

item_name Text 20 A unique identifier for the item 

item_description Text 50 Description of the item 

market Text 40 Identifies the geographic region that an item covers. 
For Auctions 73 and 76, this value is blank for 
packages. 

block Text 30 Identifies the frequency block of the item. 

submarket Text 30 Indicates a partitioned or disaggregated market. 

size_mhz Text 30 The amount of spectrum included in the license, in 
megahertz. 

bidding_units Number Double Bidding units associated with an item; used to 
determine activity. 

population Number Double Number of people covered by the item. This number 
is based on census figures for the geographic area.

number_of_bids Number Long Integer Number of bids placed on the item during the round.

pw_bidder Text 50 Name of the provisionally winning bidder. 

pw_bidder_frn Text 30 FCC Registration Number of the provisionally 
winning bidder. 
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Column Data Type Field Size Description 

pwb_amount Currency  The dollar amount of the provisionally winning bid, 
before any bidding credit is applied.  This value is 
$0.00 for items not covered by provisionally winning 
bids.  For items that are covered by PWBs on other 
items — e.g., licenses that are part of a package 
that has a PWB — this value is blank in the XML 
database files and $0.00 in the XML spreadsheet 
files. 

bidding_credit Number Single Indicates the bidding credit claimed by the 
provisionally winning bidder (for example, 0.15). 

net_pwb_amount Currency  Net dollar amount of the provisionally winning bid, 
after any bidding credit is applied.  This value is 
$0.00 for items not covered by provisionally winning 
bids.  For items that are covered by PWBs on other 
items — e.g., licenses that are part of a package 
that has a PWB — this value is blank in the XML 
database files and $0.00 in the XML spreadsheet 
files. 

round_of_pwb Number Integer Round in which the provisionally winning bid was 
placed.  For items that are covered by PWBs on 
other items — e.g., licenses that are part of a 
package that has a PWB — this value is blank in 
the XML database files and 0 in the XML 
spreadsheet files. 

increments_of_pwb Number Integer Number of bid increment selected by the bidder to 
produce the bid amount.  This is a whole number 
between 1 and 9.  This value is 0 if there is not a 
provisionally winning bid on the item.  For licenses, 
this value is blank in the XML database files and 0 
in the XML spreadsheet files if there is a 
provisionally winning bid on a package containing 
the license.  For packages, this value is blank in the 
XML database files and 0 in the XML spreadsheet 
files if there are provisionally winning bids on 
licenses comprising the package. 

date Date/Time  Date when the provisionally winning bid was placed 
(MM/DD/YYYY).  This value is blank if there is not a 
provisionally winning bid on the item. 

number_bidders Number Long Integer Number of bidders that have placed a bid on the 
license, taking into account a bid placed on either 
the license itself or a package containing the 
license.  This value is blank for packages. 

mab Currency  The minimum acceptable bid for the next round. 

mab_increment Currency  The amount in dollars of the first bid increment.  
This is the dollar difference between the 
provisionally winning bid amount or CPE and the 
MAB for the item for the next round. 
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Column Data Type Field Size Description 

mab_increment_percenta
ge 

Number Single The percentage by which the provisionally winning 
bid or CPE is increased to calculate the new 
minimum acceptable bid.  This value is blank for 
packages. 

mab_floor Number Single The minimum percentage increment or percentage 
increment floor used in the MAB calculation for the 
license.  This value is blank for packages. 

mab_ceiling Number Single The maximum percentage increment or percentage 
increment ceiling used in the MAB calculation for 
the license.  This value is blank for packages. 

activity_weight Number Single The factor used in the MAB calculation for weighting 
the current round’s activity.  This value is blank for 
packages. 

number_additional_incre
ments 

Number Long Integer In addition to the MAB amount, the number of 
amounts in the bid amount drop-down list.   

bid_increment_percentag
e 

Number Single The percentage of the minimum acceptable bid 
added to calculate additional bid amounts. 

previous_pw_bidder Text 50 Name of the bidder that placed the previous 
provisionally winning bid. 

previous_pw_bidder_frn Text 30 FCC Registration Number of the bidder that placed 
the previous provisionally winning bid. 

round_of_previous_pwb Number Integer The round in which the last provisionally winning bid 
different from the current provisionally winning bid 
was placed.  

previous_pwb_amount Currency  The dollar amount of the previous provisionally 
winning bid, before any bidding credit is applied. 

previous_bidding_credit Number Single Indicates the bidding credit claimed by the previous 
provisionally winning bidder (for example, 0.15). 

previous_net_pwb_amou
nt 

Currency  Net dollar amount of the previous provisionally 
winning bid, after any bidding credit is applied. 

uda_7 Text 50 Identifies the package, if any, that contains the 
license. 

uda_8 Text 50 User-defined column (not used). 

uda_9 Text 50 User-defined column (not used). 

uda_10 Text 50 User-defined column (not used). 

8.2.2.14.9. Round Statistics 

Column Data Type Field Size Description 

auction_id Number Integer Auction number 

auction_description Text 50 Auction description 
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Column Data Type Field Size Description 

round Number Integer The round number 

round_start_date_time Date/Time  Date and time the round opened (MM/DD/YYYY 
HH:MM:SS AM/PM). 

stage Number Integer Identifies the activity rule stage of the auction. 

new_bids Number Long Integer Number of new bids placed in this round. 

number_pwbs Number Long Integer Number of bids on items (licenses and packages) 
that are provisionally winning. 

number_pw_license_bids Number Long Integer Number of bids on licenses that are provisionally 
winning. 

number_licenses_covere
d_pwbs 

Number Long Integer The number of licenses covered by provisionally 
winning bids, considering bids on licenses and 
packages 

fcc_held_licenses Number Long Integer Number of licenses that are not covered by a 
provisionally winning bid. 

stage_transition_percenta
ge 

Number Double Sum of the bidding units for items with new bids 
divided by the sum of the bidding units for all items.

stage_transition_percenta
ge_less_fcc_held 

Number Double Sum of the bidding units for items with new bids 
divided by the sum of the bidding units for all items 
where the FCC is not the provisionally winning 
bidder. 

total_pwb_amount Currency  Total dollar amount of provisionally winning bids, as 
of this round, before bidding credits are applied. 

dollar_change_in_pwb_a
mount 

Currency  The change in the total provisionally winning bid 
amount from the previous round. 

percentage_change_in_p
wb_amount 

Number Double The percentage change in the total provisionally 
winning bid amount from the previous round. 

total_net_pwb_amount Currency  Total net dollar amount of provisionally winning 
bids, taking into account any bidding credits, as of 
this round. 

dollar_change_in_net_pw
b_amount 

Currency  The change in the total net provisionally winning bid 
amount from the previous round. 

percentage_change_in_n
et_pwb_amount 

Number Double The percentage change in the total net provisionally 
winning bid amount from the previous round. 

eligible_bidders Number Long Integer Number of bidders still eligible to bid, as of the 
close of this round. 

bidders_at_risk Number Long Integer Number of bidders at risk of having their eligibility 
reduced or using an activity rule waiver in the next 
round, if they fail to meet their required activity 
amount for that round. 

number_of_bidders_that_
reduced 

Number Long Integer Number of bidders that reduced their eligibility 
during in this round.  
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Column Data Type Field Size Description 

bidding_units_reduced Number Double Number of bidding units reduced during the round. 

eligibility_ratio Number Double The total amount of eligibility (in bidding units) of all 
eligible bidders, divided by the total number of 
bidding units of all licenses. 

eligibility_ratio_less_fcc_
held 

Number Double Sum of the bidding units for all bidders divided by 
the sum of the bidding units for all licenses where 
the FCC is not the provisionally winning bidder. 

percentage_of_covered_
bidding_units 

Number Double Percentage of the bidding units associated with 
licenses that are covered by provisionally winning 
bids. 

proactive_waivers_used Text 5 Indicates whether any proactive waivers were used 
in the round (Y or N). 

withdrawn_bids Number Long Integer Number of bids withdrawn in the round. 

dropped_bids Number Long Integer Number of items dropped: Items may be counted 
more than once if dropped by multiple bidders. 

8.2.2.14.10. Withdrawn PWBs 

Column Data Type Field Size Description 

auction_id Number Integer Auction number 

auction_description Text 50 Auction description 

bidder_name Text 50 Name of bidder that withdrew 

bidder_frn Text 30 FCC Registration Number of this bidder 

item_name Text 20 A unique identifier for the item 

item_description Text 50 Description of the item 

market Text 40 Identifies the geographic region that an item covers. 
For Auctions 73 and 76, this value is blank for 
packages. 

block Text 30 Identifies the frequency block of the item. 

submarket Text 30 Indicates a partitioned or disaggregated market. 

round_of_withdrawal Number Integer Round number in which the bid was withdrawn. 

round_withdrawn_pwb_pl
aced 

Number Integer The round in which the withdrawn bid was originally 
placed (bid round, not the round of withdrawal). 

withdrawn_pwb_amount Currency  The dollar amount of the withdrawn bid, before any 
bidding credit is applied. 

withdrawn_net_pwb_amo
unt 

Currency  Net dollar amount of the withdrawn bid, after any 
bidding credit is applied. 

date Date/Time  Date when the bid was withdrawn (MM/DD/YYYY). 

mab Currency  The minimum acceptable bid for the next round. 
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8.2.2.14.11. Dropped Bids 

Column Data Type Field Size Description 

auction_id Number Integer Auction number 

auction_description Text 50 Auction description 

bidder_name Text 50 Name of bidder that dropped the bid 

bidder_frn Text 30 FCC Registration Number of this bidder 

item_name Text 20 A unique identifier for the item 

item_description Text 50 Description of the item 

market Text 40 Identifies the geographic region that an item covers. 
For Auctions 73 and 76, this value is blank for 
packages. 

block Text 30 Identifies the frequency block of the item. 

submarket Text 30 Indicates a partitioned or disaggregated market. 

round_of_drop Number Integer Round number in which the bid was dropped. 

round_dropped_bid_plac
ed 

Number Integer The round in which the dropped bid was originally 
placed (bid round, not the drop round). 

dropped_bid_amount Currency  The dollar amount of the dropped bid, before any 
bidding credit is applied. 

dropped_net_bid_amount Currency  Net dollar amount of the dropped bid, after any 
bidding credit is applied. 

date Date/Time  Date when the bid was dropped (MM/DD/YYYY). 

8.2.2.14.12. Auction Admin 

Column Data Type Field Size Description 

auction_id Number Integer Auction number 

auction_description Text 50 Auction description 

round Number Integer The round number 

mab_floor Number Double The minimum percentage increment or percentage 
increment floor used in the minimum acceptable bid 
(MAB) calculations for the next round. 

mab_ceiling Number Double The maximum percentage increment or percentage 
increment ceiling used in the MAB calculations for 
the next round. 

increment_dollar_cap Currency  The maximum value of the bid increment amount 
used to calculate MABs and additional bid amounts 
for the next round. 

activity_weight Number Double The factor used in the MAB calculations for the next 
round for weighting the current round’s activity. 



FCC Integrated Spectrum Auction System Bidder’s Guide Post-Auction Information 

 

 
  

Page 86 

 

 

 

 

Column Data Type Field Size Description 

required_activity_percent
age 

Number Double The percentage of activity required in the next 
round. 

solver_optimum_percenta
ge 

Number Double The minimum relative gap percentage used by the 
solver when greater than zero.  This value is 1 
when the solver is configured for 100% 
optimization. 

solver_options Text 50 Indicates whether tied bids are identified by the 
system. 

price_weight Number Double A factor used in calculating item prices using the 
smoothed anchoring method.  (Unused in Auctions 
73 and 76; reported as 0.) 

8.2.3. Bidder Summaries 

The Bidder Summaries drop-down lets you view information for any bidder, even bidders that 
have exited the auction. 

 
 


